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(cham’pé-on) 
n. 1. A winner of first place in 
a competition. 2. One who 
shows marked superiority. 
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Streaks 
Collide 


Neither team impressive 
in tuneups for this week’s showdown 


IT SEEMS LIKE old 
times. 

For the second straight 
season, Nebraska and 
Oklahoma will both be 
rated in the top three in 
the country when they 
meet. 

Last season in 
Norman, the Huskers came in rated No. 
1, and the Sooners were third. Oklahoma 
spotted Nebraska a 14-0 first quarter 
lead before winning 31-14. 

This time, the Sooners will be rated 
No. 2 and the Huskers No. 3, barring 
surprises when the new 
polls come out this week. 

One long streak will also 
come to an end. 

Defending national 
champion Oklahoma owns 
the nation’s longest winning 
streak at 20 games. With 
Oregon losing on Saturday, 


Brian 
HILL 


Nebraska now has_ the 
longest home winning 
streak at 19. 

In the unpredictable 


world of college football, 
the latter streak was in doubt for much 
of what was expected to be a tuneup for 
the Huskers when they played host to 
Texas Tech. 

Although they wouldn’t admit to 
looking ahead, things just didn’t seem 
quite right for the Huskers, starting with 
Wes Welker’s 85-yard punt return for a 
touchdown that gave the Red Raiders a 
7-0 lead before the visitors ran a play 
from scrimmage. 

Perhaps Nebraska’s 56-3 romp last 
year in Lubbock had something to do 
with it also. Texas Tech, coming off a vic- 
tory over Kansas State, didn’t play like a 
26-point underdog and gave the 
Huskers all they could handle most of 


On Tue Cover 


Nebraska quarterback Eric Crouch 
passed for three touchdowns in the 
first half against Texas Tech. Photo by 
Scott Bruhn 


4 OCT. 27, 2001 


the way on a beautiful Saturday night. 

The Sooners were almost as under- 
whelming, scoring just six points in the 
second half of a 33-17 win over Baylor in 
Norman. Nebraska defeated Baylor 48-7 
a week earlier in Waco. 

While Nebraska’s defensive perform- 
ance against Texas Tech will no doubt be 
a serious concern for Husker fans this 
week, Oklahoma’s offense would be the 
topic in Norman. 

Although sophomore Jason White 
passed for 343 yards and a touchdown in 
his first start, he was sacked eight times 
for 66 yards in losses by the Baylor 
defense. That left the 
Sooners with a net of 60 
yards in rushing offense. 

Oklahoma’s strength is its 
defense, which has allowed 
its seven opponents to rush 
for an average of 103.4 yards 
per game. Nebraska leads 
the nation in rushing offense 
at 338.4 yards per game. 

One of the key compo- 
nents of Nebraska’s running 
game is 6-foot-4, 340-pound 
guard Toniu Fonoti. The jun- 
ior from Hauula, Hawaii, is the subject of 
our feature story in this week’s edition. 

Our profile subject is cornerback 
Lornell McPherson, part of Nebraska’s 
secondary rotation, which will be tested 
by a strong passing offense for the sec- 
ond straight game. 

You'll also find much, much more 
about the Huskers’ 41-31 struggle with 
Texas Tech and the highly anticipated 
showdown with Oklahoma. 

Whatever the outcome of this week’s 
game and a possible rematch for the Big 
12 championship Dec. 1 in Irving, Texas, 
it’s sad to think that the teams won’t 
meet again in the regular season until 
2004. Nebraska’s South Division oppo- 
nents the next two years will be 
Oklahoma State, Texas and Texas A&M. 

That's just the way it is for the two old 
rivals who played 71 consecutive sea- 
sons before a two-year hiatus in 1998-99. 

That's too bad, so enjoy this one. 
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Nebraska junior guard and honors candidate Toniu 
Fonoti says his father taught him to “be tough and 
just keep going.” By Mike Babcock 


The review of the Oklahoma game will be mailed Oct. 29. 
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Although mobility and run- 
ning ability are appreciated in col- 
lege quarterbacks, the standard 
by which they are most often 
measured remains passing ability. 
All-America quarterbacks have 
traditionally been those with 
gaudy passing statistics. And that 
doesn't appear to be changing. 

For every Tommie Frazier who 
earns consensus All-America 
honors, there are a half-dozen or 
more Joey Hamiltons, Chris 
Weinkes, Gino Torrettas and 
Danny Wuerffels. 

It has been that way pretty 
much since the 1930s, when 
Davey O'Brien and Sammy 
Baugh were flinging footballs — 
or at least since 1965, when 
NCAA rules allowed two-platoon 
play. 

The National Football League 
influences such thinking. Pro 
quarterbacks all are passers. But 
there might be more to it than 
that, according to Nebraska 
receivers coach Ron Brown. 

"It maybe has something to do 
with the human psyche, that we 
like flamboyance," he said. "We like the 
quick fix. That's something very notice- 
able in society, how quickly we like 
things done.” 

Passing accomplishes that in at least 
two ways. 

One, it provides greater big-play 
potential than running. "You can get 
some high-scoring, exciting stuff in the 
passing game," said Brown. “That 
draws the fans, gets everybody 
pumped up." 

And two, a passing offense can be 
more easily developed. Coaches trying 
to effect a quick turnaround in a pro- 
gram typically look for swift receivers 
and a quarterback who can throw. 

If a new coach comes in and says 
"we're going to hammer, we're going to 
come in and run it, I'll tell you what, 
that takes a lot of time, two to three 
years to get that team together,” Brown 
said. 

To establish a running game where 
passing has been the norm requires 
teaching linemen to fire off the ball and 
maintain proper pad level. It requires 
developing toughness and a willing- 
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Nebraska senior quarterback Eric Crouch displays his 
passing form. 


ness to block down field in wide 
receivers. And it requires running 
backs willing to go into contact. 

And none of that "is as easy as it 
appears,” said Brown. "To be a great 
running football team takes tremen- 
dous dedication. It really takes a mind- 
set that breeds toughness and aggres- 
siveness. It takes a while to get that 
across to kids, and you'll find that real- 
ly with linemen a lot." 

Another advantage to developing a 
passing game is that "you can really 
work on throwing the ball all year 
round in a lot of places,” Brown said. 
At the high school level "in the south- 
west part of the country they have 
these passing leagues that go on a good 
portion of the summer. 

"They'll play numbers and numbers 
of games in the summer where there's 
no equipment; they can just go out 
there and run routes. You can always 
get a quarterback and a receiver. All 
you need is a ball and you can go run 
routes and the quarterback can throw 
to you.” 

A running game isn't so easily prac- 


ticed. "You can't do that in the off- 
season very well,” said Brown. 
"But I think people get pretty pro- 
ficient at throwing because they 
have easy accessibility to it. The 
passing game is something you 
can work on all year. It doesn't tax 
you that much." 

A wide-open passing attack can 
be a great equalizer for a less tal- 
ented team. 

"You look at some of these 
teams that just can't recruit the big 
linemen or the great I-backs and 
it's tough for them to run that 
hard-hitting, physical kind of 
offense," Brown said. 

"But, boy, everybody can throw 
the ball. They can develop schemes 
and they can pick routes. They can 
do all kinds of things. They can 
have a hurry-up offense that's 
exciting to the fans. It gives them 
the chance to equalize the game a 

, little bit. It keeps them in the 
= game.” 

To get over the hump, however, 
even a passing team has to be able 
to run, he said. 

Finding a quarterback with Eric 
Crouch's skills, one that can run the 
option and has sufficient size to play at 
the major college level, is difficult. 
Most programs are looking to recruit 
quarterbacks that can throw and read 
defenses. Nebraska asks its quarter- 
backs to do three things. 

"We ask our quarterbacks to do a lot 
more than the so-called excellent quar- 
terbacks across the country. And they 
are,” said Cornhusker quarterbacks 
coach Turner Gill. "But you run 15 to 20 
times down field and all of a sudden 
you come back and you've got to throw 
the ball. You get gassed out. You get 
tired. You've still got to be in condition 
to do those things. Plus, you're taking a 
few licks." 

As for the inclination to regard pass- 
ing as the standard for quarterbacks, 
that's a function of statistics, according 
to Gill. "You can really see the passing 
game a lot more," he said. 

"A guy running the football, he's 
going to have to rush for 1,000 (yards) 
and probably throw for 1,000, 1,500 or 
2,000, something like that, to really 
stick out." 


MR. TOUCHDOWN 

Former Cornhusker rush end Kyle 
Vanden Bosch is playing well for the 
Arizona Cardinals in his rookie NFL sea- 
son. That’s no surprise to linebacker 
Jamie Burrow. 

The two were members of the same 
recruiting class, but Vanden Bosch 
played as a true freshman while Burrow 
redshirted. “Definitely, Kyle was intense 
out there,” Burrow said. 

“He was 100 per- 
cent focused, all the 
time. He had a 
straight path to his 
goal. | meander 
around a little toward 
mine. Kyle sets his 
goals, and he’s going 
to attain them.” 

Vanden Bosch 
was that way from 
the beginning. The 
two were roommates 
as freshmen. “I'd go Kyle Vanden Bosch 
play video games or 
something, come back at 9:30 or 10 
o'clock and Kyle was asleep,” said 
Burrow. 

“That's why he did so much better 
than me in school that freshman year.” 

Both were excellent students, howev- 
er, and Burrow has already finished his 
degree. 

Vanden Bosch returned a fumble 9 
yards for a touchdown in the Cardinals’ 
recent 21-20 victory against the Eagles in 
Philadelphia. The Cardinals had lost nine 
in row over two seasons. 

Former Cornhusker fullback Joel 
Makovicka also scored a touchdown for 
the Cardinals. 


ANOTHER HOCHSTEIN 

Center John Garrison is generously 
listed at 285 pounds, and even that isn’t 
particularly heavy for offensive linemen 
these days. But anything the junior from 
Blue Springs, Mo. might lack because of 
weight he more than 
makes up for with 
intensity and playing 
proper techniques. 

“He gets a lot of 
things done,” said 
senior guard Jon 
Rutherford, who has 
played every position 
in the interior of the 
line during his career. 
“His motor goes 100 
miles an hour all the 
time.” 

According to Rutherford, Garrison's 
intensity is comparable to that of former 
Cornhusker Russ Hochstein, a two-time, 
first-team all-conference guard now play- 
ing in the NFL. 

When Hochstein was a sophomore, “| 
think he only weighed 260 or 270,” 
Rutherford said. “He was going against 
guys that were 300, and he'd block them. 
It looked like he was running into a brick 
wall with a full head of steam. That's the 
kind of attitude Garrison has, | think. 

“He’s going to get the job done no 
matter what it takes.” @ 


John Garrison 


What's Happening In Nebraska Athletics? 


NEW LOOKS 

With the Oklahoma game drawing near, Coach Frank Solich was asked if he 
were inclined to keep elements of the offense under wraps or show new wrinkles, 
presumably so that the Sooners would have more with which to be concerned in 
their defensive preparations. 

As for adding too many new things to the offense, “the thing you've got to 
guard against is getting too carried away to the point where you're not execut- 
ing,” he said. 

In order to be effective, an offense must execute, he said, “and a lot of that 
comes down to reps, everybody just knowing what they‘re doing and getting 
enough practice at it. 

“So there's a fine line between adding a lot of things that are a little bit differ- 
ent for an opponent and having them work and maybe just adding to much to 
where it maybe hurts you. 

“We're always studying an opponent on film and from that do a few things dif- 
ferent. But will we come up with an entire set or something that hasn’‘t been used 
before? You've got to be careful on that end, unless you're willing to drop some 
things that are already in your offense.” 


IN ONE EAR, AND OUT 

Quarterback Eric Crouch has rewritten the Cornhusker record book for quar- 
terbacks and he still has four regular-season games to play, and possibly a fifth 
in the Big 12 championship game. 

(Bowl game statistics are separate from career statistics). 

“Normally when | hear those things, they kind of go in one ear and out the 
other,” said Crouch. “It’s just something I’m not trying to really think about. It’s 
brought to my attention more by peers and family members and friends, media, 
those types of things. 

“Somebody asked me if | knew how many records or how many touchdowns 
| had this year, and my response was, ‘I really don’t know.’ It's not something |! 
think about. | just try to go out and play.” 


TAKE YOUR PICK 

Solich was recently asked to compare Crouch’s 95-yard touchdown run 
against Missouri this season with Tommie Frazier’s 75-yard touchdown run 
against Florida in the 1996 Fiesta Bowl game. “If you're on the right side of them, 
they're both great,” Solich said. 

“They're the same because the ball gets put in the end zone. | think Tommie’s 
probably showed power as he broke through several guys that had shots at him 
at the same time. Eric’s showed great movement and change of direction and 
acceleration coming off of those cuts. 

“They were different types of runs, but the end result was the same.” 


LOCKDOWN MODE 

After the lowa State game, defensive coordinator Craig Bohl said cornerbacks 
Keyuo Craver and DeJuan Groce had been in lockdown mode. Boh! subsequent- 
ly explained. “We play a lot of man-to-man defense and a lot of times what we 
tell those two guys when they get off the bus at the stadium is, ‘You've got that 
guy. You've got that guy. We'll see you at the end of the game.’ “ 

Craver and Groce, who suffered bruised ribs against the Cyclones, “have been 
playing with a great deal of confidence,” said Bohl. “The time that the ball has 
been thrown in their area, on their man, | can’t recall very many times where 
somebody has come up with a completion. 

“| think Coach (George) Darlington and Coach (Jimmy) Burrow are really 
doing a great job with the techniques with those guys. They're playing very well.” 


SOFTBALL JERSEY RETIRED 

The Nebraska softball team made a memorable debut on its new field Oct. 12, 
holding an alumni reunion to retire Julie Geis’ jersey and splitting a double-head- 
er against Washington with a 5-4 victory and a 7-3 loss on the first night of the 
Husker Fall Classic. 

The Huskers welcomed more than 50 alumni back to honor Geis. A four-year 
letter-winner at NU, Geis was a victim of the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks in New York 
City, where she was working in the south tower of the World Trade Center during 
a week-long business trip. Geis’ jersey was the third one retired in the history of 
the program, joining Lori Sippel and Denise Day. 

The emotional ceremony was precluded by the Huskers’ first contest on the 
Haymarket Park softball diamond, Nebraska’s new home for the 2001-2002 sea- 
son. 
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He’s Come 
A Long Way 


Experiences on the track give Husker 


safety Pippens the persistence to succeed 


OCCASIONALLY, during those brief times 
at practice when he’s taking a break, soph- 
omore free safety Jerrell Pippens will pon- 
der just how far he has come. 

He doesn’t measure it in miles, though 
he could. He is, after all, from Philadelphia 
— which is distant and not exactly fertile 
recruiting ground for the Cornhusker foot- 
ball program. 

Rather, he measures it in achievement, 
beating the odds, negotiating the figurative distance 
between where he is now and where he might have been 
with less commitment. 

He could have given up before he even start- 
ed, after failing to meet the required standard- 
ized test score to be eligible as a college fresh- 
man following high school graduation. 

He spent the fall semester of 1998 at home, 
working to improve his score. 

Being at home “was kind of depressing,” 
said Pippens. “Not that I don’t love home. But 
everywhere you go, to the supermarket, to the 
store, to a social gathering, people are like, 
‘Hey, aren’t you supposed to be in school?’ It 
was kind of hard dealing with that.” 

His friends knew he had accepted a scholar- 
ship offer from the Nebraska track and field 
program. He had been among the best prep 
hurdlers in the country as a senior at West 
Catholic High School. But without the test 
score, there would be no scholarship, no com- 
peting for the Cornhuskers. 

Billy Maxwell, a Nebraska assistant, kept in 
touch during that troubling time, eliminating any doubt 
about his choice of schools. “Who knows, if I hadn’t had 
those struggles, | would probably be somewhere else, back 
east,” Pippens said. “But Billy stuck with me through thick 
and thin.” 

Maxwell also made good on a recruiting promise that 
Pippens would be allowed to try out for the football team. 
Maxwell and head track and field coach Gary Pepin told 
Pippens that as long as he was good enough to become 
more than just a practice player, they had no problem with 
it. 


With that in mind, Pippens brought along a football high- 
light videotape, which he gave to Nebraska secondary 
coach George Darlington, on his recruiting visit. 

Pippens was a good high school football player, but he 
didn’t attract a lot of recruiting attention from major college 
programs. For one thing, a shoulder injury sidelined him 
for most of his junior season in high school. And for anoth- 
er, the team wasn’t particularly successful when he was a 
senior. 

Even so, he takes pride in his high school. He wore a 
“West Catholic” T-shirt under his pads every day at prac- 
tice during his redshirt season “to remind me where I come 
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Jerrell Pippens is in his 
second year as a backup 
free safety. 


from,” he said. 

When he goes home, former teammates “tell me how 
proud they are,” he said. “I represent them, my family and 
my friends back home. Even though we weren’t the best 
team, I love them to death.” 

Someone less determined might have given up football 
to concentrate on running track, which was the reason 
Nebraska had taken an interest in him in the first place. The 
football team had “about 10 free safeties,” said Pippens. 
“And I’m like, ‘Man, how’s this going to work out?’ “ 

But he persevered, with the encouragement of former 
Cornhuskers Ralph Brown and Mike Brown and the con- 
tinuing support of senior Dion Booker, who regularly helps 
him with check calls. 

“The older guys have definitely helped me,” 
Pippens said. 

His development on the track hasn’t kept 
pace with his development on the football 
field. He’s at a point now where football is his 
first priority — football and his schoolwork. 

“1 kind of figured out one sport would prob- 
ably suffer because of the other,” he said. “I 
had to realize that I’m going to have to live 
with the fact that I may not have reached my 
potential in track and field. But I’m out here 
now and I’m doing real good, so maybe it’s 
going to be worth it. 

“Sometimes when you love something, you 
have to give something up. Whatever happens 
is going to happen, as long as I can be the best 
football player and the best student I can be.” 

His experiences on the track, particularly 
running the 400-meter hurdles, have served 
him well. They’ve allowed him to travel across the country, 
to see places he wouldn’t have seen otherwise, and, of 
course, they helped him get to Nebraska. They also gave 
him the persistence to succeed. 

Few track events are more demanding than the 400- 

meter hurdles. To run them requires the same grit and 
determination as football. “You line up and it’s third-and- 
goal, fourth-and-goal, and you know you're about to have 
a big collision,” said Pippens. “You know it’s going to hurt. 
But you want to do something for your team. You want to 
do something so you can win, leave it on the field mental- 
ly. 
“When the gun goes off in the 400 hurdles, it’s kind of 
like that. You know it’s going to hurt. You know it’s going 
to be tough. But you don’t want to lose. So you have to 
have that mentality.” 

He has come a long way, literally and figuratively, 
because of that mentality. 

“We weren't rich growing up. We weren’t poor,” Pippens 
said. “But for me a lot of things were harder than for other 
kids. Everything for me has been harder. But God has 
blessed me. He has taught me to take it one day at a time. 
He’s brought me so far. I think about that every day.” 
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Many Happy 
Returns 


Huskers’ kickoff return unit 
showing dramatic improvement 


IN THE SPAN OF ONLY HALF A SEASON, 
one of the weakest aspects of Nebraska’s 
football program has made a most dramatic 
transformation. 

Through its first seven games, the kickoff 
return unit ranked second in the Big 12 
Conference and ninth nationally with an 
average of 26.8 yards on 12 returns. That's a 
stark contrast from last season when 
Nebraska was last in the conference and 
105th in the country with a 16.7-yard average. 

The fact that Nebraska has made such marked improve- 
ment is no accident. 

“It’s just something this year that we’ve taken a lot more 
pride in,” kickoff return specialist Josh Davis said. “And I 
mean the whole team — the guys up front blocking and 
myself back there returning it. We just want to 
get things done out there.” 

In hopes of injecting some life into the return 
game, special teams coach Dan Young visited 
professional football camps in Tampa and 
Detroit, before deciding to go with a scheme 
used by the NFL’s Lions. Coach Frank Solich 
said that he and Young decided to focus on 
implementing one basic return, with one varia- 
tion, to help simplify the situation after trying 
three different schemes last year. 

The new scheme required the Huskers to 
switch from two deep return men to just one. 
After trying out several players, it became 
apparent that Davis was the best man for the job. 

“Josh has been able to cover the entire field 


Terry 
DOUGLASS 


on kickoffs, and then once he’s gotten it, he’s Josh Davis averaged 
done a great job of taking it up the field and then 29.5 yards on his first 
making sure that the timing between him and _ 10 kickoff returns. 


the back wedge is good,” Solich said. 

Solich said there’s more skill required on kickoff returns 
than just being fast. He said Davis is adept at setting up 
opponents to help his teammates achieve better blocking 
angles. 

“He'll even veer off away from that wedge and then 
come back to it to make sure that he hits it right timing- 
wise,” Solich said. “I think that’s a technique that you can 
just coach and coach and with some guys, and you're just 
not going to get it done. With Josh, it’s natural for him. He 
does that instinctively.” 

Freshman middle linebacker Barrett Ruud is one of the 
players who has helped the kickoff returns improve this sea- 
son. As blocker, Ruud said it’s important to have a return 
man who can set up his blocks. 

“You can’t go straight at the wedge because people will 
just run right to you,” Ruud said. “Josh is great at knowing 
when to make his cuts.” 

Davis said that so far it hasn’t been difficult fielding the 
ball while being the only deep return man, even though it 
means he has to cover a lot of ground. 

“We've just been watching a lot of film and certain teams 
have tendencies to kick certain directions, so we kind of 
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favor those sides,” Davis said. “If they happen to kick the 
other direction, we'll adjust to it the next kickoff, but as far 
as it’s been going, it’s been pretty easy. I feel like I can han- 
dle it.” 

Davis’ enthusiasm for his new special team position has 
also been key to the improvement. He handled 10 of 
Nebraska’s first 12 kickoff returns this season and was aver- 
aging 29.5 yards per return, which ranked eighth nationally. 
His longest return of the season through seven games was 
43 yards. 

“Tt seem like last year, we weren't really producing as 
much as we felt the team could produce,” Davis said. “This 
year, | think it’s just been a big turnaround. | think the 
coaches are pleased with that and the players are pleased, 
too.” 

While Davis has been getting plenty of praise for the 
kickoff return team’s improvement, he said the 
combination of his blockers and the new scheme 
should get the credit. The players in charge of 
opening a path for Davis include Ruud, Mark 
Vedral, Aaron Terpening, Philip Bland, Kyle 
Ringenberg, Phil Peetz, Steve Kriewald, Troy 
Hassebroek, DeAntae Grixby and = Tim 
Demerath. 

“We had some great returners last year in Joe 
Walker, Bobby Newcombe and Randy Stella, but 
I'd say the scheme has a lot to do with it,” Davis 
said. “But the main thing is those guys up front 
blocking. We’re really putting a lot of emphasis 
on it this year, and everybody is out there trying 
to get things done and reach the goal that we've 
set every single week. 

“They've been doing a really good job up 
front, and I’ve just been running through the 
holes that they create. It’s just that easy for me.” 

In line with placing more emphasis on special 
teams, Solich said the coaching staff has positioned more 
front-line players on the kickoff return unit. 

“T think it’s all adding up, and it’s all showing,” Solich 
said. 

Ruud agreed. Although he wasn’t with the team last 
year, he said it was very apparent from the start of fall camp 
that the coaching staff was taking the kickoff return game 
very seriously. 

“T think we are taking a little more pride in it,” Ruud 
said. “The coaches have brought it up that we didn’t do very 
well last year. | think the key is that we work pretty hard in 
practice on it. Coach Young has it scouted out pretty well 
and then Josh Davis is hitting the holes real hard.” 

Although things have gone well so far, Davis said that 
neither he nor the rest of his teammates on the kickoff return 
team is satisfied. 

“We want to get some touchdowns back there,” Davis 
said. “We're still working hard to try to get those goals 
accomplished.” 


Terry Douglass is the sports editor of the Grand Island 
Independent. He can be reached at tdbbdouglass@netzero.net 
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Another 
Classic 


Big-play defense makes Sooners almost as dangerous 
without the football as when they have it 


TONIU FONOTI DEALT with Nebraska’s 
31-14 loss to Oklahoma last year by smash- 
ing his fist on a door leading to the visitors’ 
locker room in OU’s Memorial Stadium. 

The force of Fonoti’s frustration left the 
talented offensive guard with a broken 
right hand. 

“T wasn’t really the happiest guy coming 
off,” Fonoti somewhat embarrassingly 
admits now. 

No wonder he can’t wait for the much- 
anticipated rematch this Saturday — when all his fury will 
be limited to Tom Osborne Field. He promises. 

Thirty years removed from the Game of the Century, the 
third-ranked Cornhuskers and second-ranked Sooners 
appear ready to produce another in a long line of classics. 

Is it any surprise? 

After holding on to beat Kansas State 38-37, 
defending national champion Oklahoma 
showed its not going to be easy to unseat, domi- 
nating an explosive Texas team 14-3 the follow- 
ing week. The game marked the first time since 
1997 that the Longhorns were held without a 
touchdown. 

“To keep Texas out of the end zone all day 
was just something to watch,” OU Coach Bob 
Stoops said afterward. 

And almost necessary, because while OU has 
a ton of talent at the receiver positions, the 
Sooners have nowhere near the potency on 
offense they had with quarterback Josh Heupel. 

Last year’s Heisman Trophy runner-up might 
not have looked impressive in uniform, but he 


Curt 
NMcKEEVER 


plays. 
: As Stoops said after last year’s game against Nebraska, 
“He is the system.” 

Now, OU has Jason White, who played well enough 
against Texas and Kansas to replace Nate Hybl as the starter 
against Baylor last week. 

It was still the first start of White’s career. 

And if he struggles, then it’s up to jitterbug running back 
Quentin Griffin, a preseason All-Big 12 selection, to dent the 
Nebraska defense. But against Kansas State, the Sooners 
netted just 9 yards rushing on 26 carries. And Texas limited 
OU to 63 yards on 31 carries. 

Kicker Tim Duncan also has struggled on field goals — 
which places even more weight on Oklahoma's defense. 

This is where the Sooners have lived up to their billing. 

With All-American linebacker Rocky Calmus manning 
the middle, and a secondary that’s as good as there is, this 
unit looks better than the one that fueled last year’s Orange 
Bow! victory against Florida State. 

The cornerbacks, Andre Woolfolk and Derrick Strait 
(remember his interception return for a TD last year?) are so 
good in man coverage that the defensive line can rear back 
and chase quarterbacks virtually every play. Throw in Roy 
Williams, a linebacker-sized strong safety who can lock up 
with wideouts or speed past line protection, and free safety 
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Linebacker Rocky 
had a knack for getting the Sooners into huge Calmus leads the 


Oklahoma defense. 


Brandon Everage, and the Sooners are almost as dangerous 
without the ball as they are when they have it. 

“T was proud of our offensive line,” Texas quarterback 
Chris Simms after the Oklahoma game, “but that’s probably 
the best defense in the country.” 

Nebraska, of course, couldn’t be in better hands trying to 
deal with that than fourth-year starter Eric Crouch. But the 
Heisman candidate will need to loosen OU’s defense by 
making tight end Tracey Wistrom a bigger presence than he 
was against Oklahoma last year (he had just two catches) 
and keep looking for split end Wilson Thomas, who has 
emerged as a major playmaker. 

If Oklahoma shuts down the Huskers’ ground game, 
then like the Sooners, this game also looks to be in the 
defense’s hands. 

Nebraska would be comfortable in that situation. 

“T feel good about our players now,” defen- 
sive coordinator Craig Bohl said. “There’s a lot 
of players who have a great deal of confidence. 
Any great defense that I’ve been around, the 
hallmark has been great leadership and great 
chemistry . . . I think we’re maxing out on our 
potential. 

A year ago, Oklahoma used a 24-point sec- 
ond quarter to overcome a 14-0 hole created 
when the Huskers totaled 167 yards on their first 
two drives. Nebraska didn’t get that much the 
rest of the game. 

“I’ve got as much respect for them as anyone 
you'll ever see, because of the complications of 
their schemes and the way they run them,” 
Stoops said after the game. “To slow them down 
and stop them like that for three quarters is 
amazing. That’s as good a defensive game as 
you'll ever see against Nebraska.” 

While Nebraska’s defense pitched a shutout in the sec- 
ond half, the Sooners did more than enough in the second 
quarter. Heupel helped produce 192 yards in that period 
and had 238 yards passing at halftime. 

“Right now, we're better-equipped (to handle the 
Sooners’ attack), because | think we’re more comfortable 
with our substitution package as far as matchups are con- 
cerned,” NU secondary coach George Darlington said. 

It helps that Nebraska has consistently stuffed the run- 
ning game, but cornerbacks Keyuo Craver, DeJuan Groce 
and Erwin Swiney also have been impressive. 

The bottom line for this one is that it’s tough to give 
either team an edge. While Oklahoma has been tested 
against better competition (North Carolina, Kansas State 
and Texas), the Huskers have manhandled outmanned foes. 

“Up to this point, they have responded in every game,” 
Frank Solich said. 

You gotta believe he has confidence that'll happen again 
this week. 


Curt McKeever is 2 sportswriter, covering the University 
of Nebraska for the Lincoln Journal Star. /n addition to 
reporting on football he is the primary beat writer for the 
men's basketball and baseball teams 
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Guard Fonoti 
says father 
taught him 
to be tough 

By Mike Babcock 


ilt Tenopir can tell 

when something is 

bothering Toniu 

Fonoti, when he’s 

hurting. That’s how 
it is between coach and _ player. 
There’s an unspoken communication 
between them. 

And in Fonoti’s case, it 
remains unspoken. 

“Are you sore?” Tenopir asks. 

And Fonoti replies, “There’s noth- 
ing wrong, Coach.” 

“You're not going to tell me, are 
you?” Tenopir says. 

And Fonoti says, “No, Coach, I’m 
not going to tell you.” 

It always goes like that. Then two 
or three days later, Fonoti will tell the 
veteran offensive line coach what was 
bothering him. “He has a tremen- 
dously high threshold of pain,” 
Tenopir said. 

Perhaps the best example — as far 
as Tenopir knows, anyway — was 
Fonoti’s freshman season. He played 
without redshirting, a rare accom- 
plishment in itself, despite an ankle 
problem that could be traced to a 
break suffered during a_ basketball 
game when he was in high school. 

The ankle regularly swelled up 
because it hadn’t healed properly. But 
despite the pain, Fonoti played the 
entire season without complaint, and 
without even admitting that he was in 
pain. 

“T figured I’d get something done 
at the end of the season,” he said. 

In the meantime, he told the train- 
ers to tape the ankle as tightly as they 
could, to “put a lot more tape on it,” 
he said. “I had to just kind of work 


often 
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through the pain, no matter how bad 
it was.” 

At season’s end, he finally 
acknowledged the pain, and the ankle 
was repaired surgically. 

Fonoti brought his silence in such 


matters with him to Nebraska. Even 
in high school he wouldn’t admit to 
his coaches that he was bothered by 
injuries. “I kind of liked to tough it 
out, not have the coaches worrying 
about me being injured,” he said. “I 


ed 


tet 


a Ine 


think that’s basically from my dad. 
“He has always said be tough, just 
keep going. Don’t give up, work past 
its 
His tolerance for pain is as impres- 
sive as everything else about him, 


Junior guard Toniu Fonoti continues to 
pile up the pancakes after recording a 
school-record 155 knockdown blocks 
last season as a sophomore. 


including his size and speed. He 
weighs 360 pounds, but he moves as 
if he weighed 260, said teammate Jon 
Rutherford, also an offensive guard. 
“That’s amazing in itself. He’s got 
great agility, and when he pulls, he’s 
got control.” 

The program and media guide 
both list the 6-foot-4 Fonoti at 340 
pounds. But Tenopir checks his 
weight chart every Monday and “he’s 
between 360 and 365 every chart I 
get,” Tenopir said. 

“| think the coaches want me 
down a little bit,” said Fonoti. “But I 
can’t help it.” 

Occasionally, he and roommates 
Rutherford and Wes Cody have 
skipped the training table in favor of 
Chili’s restaurant. But they’re cutting 
back on the visits to Chili’s, Fonoti 
said. 

Despite his size, he can run. He 
carries his weight like no big man 
Tenopir has ever been around. “We're 
pulling him on everything we’d pull a 
normal-sized guy,” Tenopir said. “He 
makes some great reads and some 
great cuts up in the holes, trying to 
find (line)backers.” 

That’s evidence of his improve- 
ment, according to Tenopir. He has 
become a knowledgeable player, an 
instinctive player, a common sense 
player. When the defender he has 
been assigned to block has already 
been moved from the hole, he finds 
someone else, without hesitation. 

He’s relentless, “staying after you 
every snap,” said Tenopir. “He poops 
out like anybody else. But there aren’t 
many times when he’s not running 
you down until the whistle blows.” 

He’s also fundamentally sound, 
very adept at getting the proper angle 
to block people. “It’s an upward lift 
every time you see him block,” 
Tenopir said. “He’s getting better and 
better.” 

That's reflected statistically. Fonoti 
broke the school record for pancake 
or knockdown blocks with 155 last 


Junior offensive guard 
6-4, 340 
Hauula, Hawaii 
2001 Outland, Lombardi 
watch lists 
2001 Preseason First-Team 
All-American (Lindy’s, Athlon) 


season, averaging 14.1 per game. And 
he’s leading the team again. 

But numbers are a poor measure of 
the way he overpowers opponents. 
Zero in on him for one series, just 
watch him specifically “and see the 
mashing that goes on,” said Tenopir. 

“You know where Toniu is,” Cody 
said. “You can hear the cracking.” 

Ironically, perhaps, Fonoti’s devel- 
opment has included bringing his 
temper into check. By his own admis- 
sion, he’s laid back off the field. But 
he’s different in helmet and pads. 

In high school, he would get mad 
and retaliate when opponents baited 
him. His parents told him such behav- 
ior was non-productive and encour- 
aged him to channel his energy in a 
positive direction. 

Even though he has taken their 
advice to heart, Coach Frank Solich 
had to remind him of their wisdom 
after he drew a 15-yard personal foul 
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penalty in the Missouri game for 
retaliating. 

Solich didn’t yell when they met 
on the sideline. He was calm, Fonoti 
said. 

“What would make you cause us a 
15-yard penalty?” Solich asked. 
“He pushed me, Coach,” 

replied. 

Solich looked at him intently. “He 
pushed you?” 

“Tt was just a push, and I didn’t 
really like it,” Fonoti said several days 
later, recalling the incident with a 
laugh that filled the interview room 
on the lower level of the South 
Stadium. 

His parents told him “when some- 
one starts talking, I (should) just go, 
‘OK, we'll wait ‘til the next play. Then 
I'll talk with my pads.’ Until Missouri, 
I was doing pretty good,” he said. 

After the brief conversation with 
Solich, he kept his temper in check. 

When a Missouri defender pushed, 
“I just walked away — straight 
away,” he said. 

Early on, Tenopir interpreted 
Fonoti’s quiet nature off the field as 
evidence of his being a “non-expres- 
sive type guy.” But in retrospect, it 
was more a matter of his not knowing 
“what to think of us all. The thing I’ve 
seen is, he has become a more open 


Fonoti 
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Toniu Fonoti (77) played in all 13 games as a true freshman in 1999 and is in his sec- 
ond year as a starter on the Husker offensive line. 


conversationalist,” said Tenopir. 

“He voices his feelings and enters 
into more in-depth conversations 
than (when) he first came here. He 
has a great sense of humor, that I did- 
n’t realize until just a few months 
ago.” 

Fonoti still won’t let on when he’s 
hurting, though. 

He suffered a hyper-extended 
elbow in the lowa State game, Tenopir 
said, but he didn’t admit it until the 
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third quarter, after it was apparent 
that the Cornhuskers had taken con- 
trol. 

He wouldn't have said anything if 
the score had been tied, Tenopir 
added. 

Actually, he hyper-extended the 
elbow three weeks before the lowa 
State game. 

“| didn’t say anything,” said 
Fonoti. “I think now Coach is used to 
that.” 
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A Cool Number 


Earning a 
Blackshirt was a 
big surprise for 
Huskers’ No. 1, 

McPherson 


hen Lornell McPherson 
arrived at Nebraska, he 
requested a No. 7 jer- 
sey. Like many fresh- 
men, he wanted the same number he 
wore in high school. But his request 
was rejected. 

Sure, Eric Crouch already wore 
No. 7, but he was an offensive player. 
And since McPherson figured he was 
going to end up on defense, there 
wouldn’t be a problem. 

He was wrong. “I guess they did- 
n’t want to give me the same num- 
ber,” he said. 

So he settled for his second choice, 
a No. 6 jersey. JaMaine Billups, his 
high school teammate and friend, 
wore No. 6 at Omaha Central, and he 
wears it now at Iowa State. 

That way “we'd be the same num- 
ber,” said McPherson. 

He wore No. 6 as a freshman red- 
shirt last season. But when he shed 
the redshirt, he was told he would 
have to pick another jersey number 
because DeAntae Grixby wore No. 6. 

Grixby is an I-back and 
McPherson is a cornerback, offense 
and defense, so that wasn’t a prob- 
lem. But they both were slated for 
duty on the punt return team, and 
that was. 

Since Grixby had __ seniority, 
McPherson had to switch numbers, 
which is how he ended up wearing a 
No. 1 jersey. “I wanted a single digit,” 
he said. “I really don’t know why.” 

He was told he could have No. 1. 
And “I was like, ‘One is a cool num- 
ber,’ “ he said. 

Not getting the jersey number he 
wanted is no big deal in the whole 
scheme of things, when you consider 
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that the practice jersey on which 
McPherson wears No. 1 is black. 

Earning a Blackshirt “was like the 
last thing on my mind,” he said. “It’s 
kind of rare for a redshirted fresh- 
man. I was just thinking about play- 
ing, getting me a little bit of time. 

“T thought I would get in behind 
Keyuo (Craver), get time in at the 
end of games.” 

Instead, he has gotten time at the 
beginning of games as the No. 1 nick- 
el back. 

“It happened real fast,” said 
McPherson, who was “a little disap- 
pointed” last season when he was 
told he was going to redshirt. His dis- 
appointment was heightened by the 
fact that fellow freshman defensive 
backs Willie Amos and Terrell Butler 


played. “I was like, ‘I don’t want to 
redshirt.’ 

“But then going through the year, | 
thought it was good for me, instead 
of wasting a year. | was kind of glad 
that I redshirted. I learned a lot more 
and got better on my techniques.” 

And despite being a redshirt, he 
didn’t have to play on the scout team. 

He was given a gold practice jer- 
sey and allowed to work with the 
back-ups. “I was kind of happy about 
that,” he said. 

McPherson showed he was flexi- 
ble in his outlook long before he came 
to Nebraska. He was a quarterback 
on offense until his senior year at 
Central High, when he switched to 
running back, joining Billups — 
whom he tried to convince to come to 


Nebraska — to give the Eagles a 
high-powered rushing tandem. 
McPherson averaged 13 yards per 
carry, gaining 1,043 yards and scor- 
ing 15 touchdowns. 

He and Billups both followed in 
Central's tradition of outstanding 
running backs. 

“They call it ‘I-back High,’ ” said 
McPherson. In addition to Grixby, 
former Cornhuskers Ahman Green, 
Calvin Jones, Leodis Flowers and 
Keith Jones were Central graduates. 
He wasn’t inclined to follow in their 
tradition at Nebraska, however. “I 
thought | was kind of small to play 
running back,” he said. 

He is listed at 5-foot-9 and 175 
pounds. 

That's not to say he couldn’t have 
played offense. He talked about try- 
ing wide receiver during his recruit- 
ment, and Coach Frank Solich told 
him he could give that position a try. 

But during pre-season practice, he 
settled on defensive back, specifically 
cornerback — though he also briefly 
considered playing free — safety. 
Cornerback was appealing “probably 
just because of the challenge of it, try- 
ing to see what the people could do 
on me, see if the receiver can do what 
he’s supposed to do,” McPherson 
said. “I want to cover somebody, 
make a big hit, something like that.” 

He has the speed to cover one-on- 
one. He ran on the state’s all-time 
best 400-meter relay team at Central. 
And he has the temperament to play 
cornerback at the major college level. 

The key is “staying focused and 
playing hard,” he said. “I played 
hard at Central, but it’s just a whole 
different feeling with 78,000 people 
watching you. You know you have to 
do good. 

“Tt’s just set in your mind that 
you've got to play at the best of your 
ability every play.” 

That quickly becomes apparent, 
considering every snap in practice is 
preserved on videotape. 

“Tf you slack off on one play, you 
get that reality check right away,” 
McPherson said. “Things get noticed 
by the coaches, so you have to be on 
the good side of everything. If you 
don’t do something right, it’s going 
to be noticed. And they point it out, 
right when we start watching film.” 

That was true even when he was a 
redshirt, wearing a No. 6 jersey. i 
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Nebraska defensive 
tackle Jeremy Slechta 
wraps up Texas Tech 
wide receiver Carlos 

' Francis after a 1-yard 
gain in the third quar- 

. ter. Francis was the 

~ game’s leading receiv- 
er with 11 catches for 

169 yards. 
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Eric Crouch 


Crouch Says 
He Was ‘OK’ 


Yes, Eric Crouch threw two 
interceptions among his 22 pass- 
es, including one on a first-and- 
10 at the Texas Tech 11-yard line 
less than 30 seconds into the 
fourth quarter. 

“T probably should have 
thrown the ball away,” he said. 
“I probably forced that one. It 
was an important play.” 

If not for the interception, 
Nebraska might have gotten the 
ball in the end zone and alleviat- 
ed the tension a little. The 
Cornhuskers were clinging to a 
38-31 lead at the time. 

But Coach Frank Solich didn’t 
criticize Crouch for making a 
bad decision. “I thought he did 
an excellent job of making the 
plays when they had to be 
made,” said Solich. 

Texas Tech Coach Mike Leach 
has claimed that his quarterback, 
Kliff Kingsbury, is the best in the 
conference but that a media con- 
spiracy has prevented him from 
getting the attention he deserves. 

And Kingsbury’s statistics 
were impressive. But so were 
Crouch’s. He completed 10-of-22 
passes for 196 yards and three 
touchdowns, and he rushed for 
105 yards and one touchdown. 

“All in all, | thought he had a 
good game,” Solich said. 

As usual, Crouch judged 
himself more harshly. 

“T think there were things | 
could have done better,” he said. 
“But it was OK. Overall, the 
offense overcame adversity. If 
we won the game, I’m not going 
to be down about anything.” 
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Wounded 
Huskers forced 
to dig deep 
to hold off 
Red Raiders 


By Mike Babcock 
Photos by 
Scott Bruhn 


ebraska was using 
back-ups at the end 
of the Texas Tech 
game. 

On offense, for 
example, Scott Koethe was at left 
tackle. Wes Cody was at right guard. 
Paul Kastl was the fullback. And 
Aaron Golliday and Jon Bowling were 
alternating at tight end. 

Coach Frank Solich regularly 
clears the bench, rewarding reserves 
for their hard work in practice when 
the Cornhuskers have games in-hand, 
particularly at Memorial Stadium. 

But this time Nebraska didn’t have 
the game in-hand, not until Josh 
Brown's 36-yard field goal with 3:25 
remaining. Solich wasn’t rewarding 
hard work; he was trying to win the 
game. 

And Koethe, Cody, Kastl, Golliday 
and Bowling were among several 
back-ups who had to step up in a big 
way for the No.  3-ranked 
Cornhuskers to escape a scare from 
Texas Tech, 41-31. 

“I’m real proud of our players, 
how they responded,” Solich said. 

The back-ups had to respond, as 
starters left the field with injuries. 

Koethe replaced Dave Volk, who 
was sidelined by what was initially 
diagnosed as a dislocated shoulder. 
Cody replaced Jon Rutherford, who 
was moved to right tackle to replace 
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Dan Vili Waldrop, who was sidelined 
by an ankle sprain. And Kastl 
replaced Judd Davies, who was side- 
lined by an ankle sprain. Steve 
Kriewald, the No. 2 fullback, didn’t 
suit up also because of an ankle 
sprain. 

Bowling and Golliday saw more 
action because Tracey Wistrom had a 
sore knee. 

Wistrom’s knee was injured during 
practice on Wednesday, when he col- 
lided with a scout team player. The 
decision to hold him out wasn’t made 
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until pre-game warm-ups. 

“He still wanted to start, still want- 
ed to try it,” said Solich. 

In addition, wingback John Gibson 
and cornerback Keyuo Craver went to 
the sideline with ankle sprains and 
didn’t return. “It was shocking,” I- 
back Dahrran Diedrick said. “Every 
time you looked up, somebody was 
coming out with an injury. A lot of 
guys went down. 

“That's something we've been able 
to stay away from so far this year.” 

It was definitely a curious night for 
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Nebraska, which figured to make 
short work of a Texas Tech team that 
two weeks earlier had lost to Kansas, 
at Lubbock, 34-31 in overtime. True, 
the Red Raiders had beaten Kansas 
State the previous week, 38-19. But the 
Wildcats have been faltering. 

So the Texas Tech game looked to 
be little more than a tuneup for 
Oklahoma, which comes to Memorial 
Stadium next. That’s how most in a 
crowd of 77,838 saw it, anyway. 

Whip up on the Red Raiders and 
then bring on Oklahoma. 


Nebraska’s secondary spent a lot of 
time chasing Texas Tech receivers, as 
the Red Raiders attempted 64 passes. 
Here, NU’s Erwin Swiney tries to make 
the tackle on Tech's Carlos Francis. 
Swiney had 6 tackles and 3 breakups. 


The Cornhuskers didn’t see it that 
way, however, according to corner- 
back DeJuan Groce. They weren’t 
looking ahead. “We were pretty much 
focused on Texas Tech,” he said. 

“If we had looked past them, we 
might get beat.” 

At halftime, such a possibility did- 
n't require a stretch of the imagina- 
tion. Texas Tech drove 80 yards on 
five plays in 46 seconds to tie the 
score at 28. Ricky Williams scored on 
a 12-yard run with 3 seconds remain- 
ing in the half, then Kliff Kingsbury 
passed for the two-point conversion. 

The last time the Cornhuskers 
allowed as many as 28 points during 
the first half was in 1988, when UCLA 
scored 38 on the way to a 41-28 victo- 
ry at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena. 

Kingsbury was the key to Texas 
Tech’s challenge. The 6-foot-4, 208- 
pound junior from New Braunfels, 
Texas, threw 63 passes, completing 33 
for 353 yards and one touchdown. 

Nebraska intercepted one pass, but 
sacked him only three times. 

“We said last week we were going 
to find out how good of a defense we 
said Cornhusker defensive 
coordinator Craig Bohl. “I think some 
things were revealed tonight.” 

One of those things was team char- 
acter. “It’s like a gut-check,” Groce 
said. “In the second half, we came 
together as a family. The second half, 
everybody was into it.” 

Texas Tech scored only three points 
after the intermission. 

The Red Raiders never really 
slowed down Nebraska’s offense, 
even with the substitutions necessitat- 
ed by the injuries. The Cornhuskers 
amassed 531 yards, including 335 
rushing. 

Diedrick ran for 157 yards, his 
third consecutive game over 100. And 
quarterback Eric Crouch rushed for 
105 yards and one touchdown. But 
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Nebraska’‘s defense shut out Texas Tech in the fourth quarter. One of the key plays 
was DeJuan Groce’s breakup of a third down pass intended for Anton Paige 
(above). The Huskers held on fourth down at their own 34 and then drove 47 yards 
in six plays to set up Josh Brown's clinching 36-yard field goal (right) with 3:25 
remaining. Brown (26) celebrates with holder Joe Chrisman (11). 


Crouch’s passing also was crucial to 
Nebraska’s eighth victory. He com- 
pleted 10-of-22 for 196 yards and 
three touchdowns, two of them to 
Wilson Thomas. 

Bowling caught the other, a 27- 
yarder to offset an 85-yard punt 


return for a touchdown by Texas 
Tech’s Wes Welker, less than 3 min- 
utes into the game. 

Welker returned a punt 80 yards 
for what appeared to be another 
touchdown late in the second quarter, 


24 OCT. 27, 2001 


but the play was nullified by an off- 
sides penalty. 

In any case, Nebraska passed, pri- 
marily in the first half — Crouch 
threw only five passes in the second 
half — because “it was obvious they 
would have a difficult time playing 
play-action passes with the way they 
were committing to the run, and 
where they were lining their second- 
ary,” said Solich. 

“So we decided to go ahead and 
try and loosen them up.” 


Apparently, the strategy worked. 
The Cornhuskers opened the second 
half with a nine-play, 70-yard touch- 
down drive, capped by Crouch’s 7- 
yard run, to take the lead that the 
defense protected. 

Brown kicked a 33-yard field goal 
on Nebraska’s next possession for 
some breathing room, which quickly 
faded. Texas Tech responded with a 
field goal of its own to set the stage for 
some fourth-quarter drama. But “we 
knew we were going to get out of it,” 


Groce said. 


“Tf they beat us, that’s the end of 
our season.” 

Regardless of the team’s concerns 
about Texas Tech’s potential, most 
Cornhusker fans expected a blowout 
by the fourth quarter, when Solich 
would reward the reserves with play- 
ing time. 

But Nebraska used only 58 players 
in the game. 

“A lot of guys stepped to the 
plate,” said Solich. 
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Notes And Quotes From The Texas Tech Game 


HEALTH CONCERNS 

Whether or not the injuries suffered against Texas Tech would keep players out 
of the Oklahoma game wouldn't be known immediately, Coach Frank Solich said. 

Judd Davies, Keyuo Craver, John Gibson and Dan Vili Waldrop left the game 
with ankle injuries. Dave Volk suffered a possible dislocated right shoulder; he was 
on the sideline in the second half, wearing a sling. Tracey Wistrom and Steve 
Kriewald both were held out, Wistrom because of a sore knee and Kriewald 
because of an ankle injury that hampered him throughout the week. 


CROUCH COMMENDATION 

Texas Tech linebacker Jonathan Hawkins was gracious in defeat, calling the 
Cornhuskers’ Eric Crouch “probably one of the best athletes playing quarterback 
| have ever seen. He’s quick and strong and one of the best option quarterbacks | 
have ever played against,” said Hawkins. 

“His passing game has really improved from last season.” 

Crouch passes for 196 yards and three touchdowns. 

“Tonight they came out throwing and caught us off guard,” Hawkins said. 


WELL PREPARED 

Texas Tech learned from last season's 56-3 loss to Nebraska at Lubbock, accord- 
ing to Cornhusker defensive tackle Jeremy Slechta. “I think they kind of knew 
what was coming after last year,” he said. “It kind of seems like, at times, they 
knew what we were running up front. 

“They knew what was coming. They'd call it out. They knew what we were run- 
ning before the play even started. They studied film well, and it showed, too.” 

Red Raiders quarterback Kliff Kingsbury completed 33-of-63 passes for 353 
yards and one touchdown, with one interception. “They really threw the ball well 
on us,” said Slechta. “That stuff is going to have to change. We can’t keep getting 
by and sliding by. 

“We're going to have to come out and work on that this week in practice.” 

Slechta had one of Nebraska’s three sacks, hauling down Kingsbury for a 7-yard 
loss on fourth-and-8 from the Cornhusker 32-yard line on the Red Raiders’ final 
play from scrimmage. 

Rush ends Chris Kelsay and J.P. Wichmann also had sacks. 

“It was obvious he was going to complete some throws and make plays,” said 
Nebraska Coach Frank Solich. “We wanted to make sure they were not getting big 


plays.” 


TRADING TURNOVERS 

The Cornhuskers did a much better job of taking care of the ball against Texas 
Tech than they did the previous week against Baylor. After losing five-of-seven 
fumbles against the Bears, they didn’t fumble at all against Texas Tech. 
Quarterback Eric Crouch threw two interceptions, but they were balanced by a 
Dion Booker interception of Kingsbury and a fumble recovery by Tim Demerath. 

Demerath, a senior walk-on from Plainview, Neb., recovered the fumble on the 
kickoff following Nebraska’s first touchdown — on a pass from Crouch to tight end 
Jon Bowling — to set up the Cornhuskers’ second touchdown. They took posses- 
sion at the Texas Tech 25-yard line and on the first play, fullback Judd Davies 
scored. Only 15 seconds separated the Cornhuskers’ first two touchdowns. 


NEAR-RECORD RETURN 

Texas Tech’s Wes Welker returned Kyle Larson’s first punt 85 yards for a touch- 
down, to give the Red Raiders a 7-0 lead. Welker’s return was the second-longest 
ever against Nebraska. Baylor's Del Shofner returned a punt 91 yards for a touch- 
down against the Cornhuskers in 1956. 

The punt return touchdown was only the seventh against Nebraska all-time. 

Welker would have had an 80-yard punt return for a touchdown in the second 
quarter if not for a Tech offsides penalty. “Without question, that’s a concern,” 
Solich said. 

“It was a combination of factors there, just watching from the sideline.” 

The last punt-return touchdown allowed by Nebraska was Joey Getherall’s 83- 
yarder in the Notre Dame game a year ago. It was the first return of 25 yards or 
more against the Cornhuskers this season. 


BUSY BACKS 

Unofficially, defensive backs Lornell McPherson and Dion Booker were the 
Cornhuskers’ leading tacklers. McPherson was credited with eight tackles, includ- 
ing seven unassisted. Booker was credited with seven tackles. Erwin Swiney had 
five tackles and three pass breakups. 
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North 
Conf. All 
Nebraska 4 0 8 
lowa State 3 1 5 
Colorado 3 1 5 
Missouri 2 Z 3 
Kansas 1 3 2 
Kansas State 0 4 2 
South 
Conf. All 
Oklahoma 4 0 7 
Texas 3 1 6 
Texas A&M 3 1 6 
Texas Tech 1 3 3 
Baylor 0 4 2 
Oklahoma State 0 4 2 


Oct. 20 results 

Nebraska 41, Texas Tech 31 
Oklahoma 33, Baylor 17 
Texas 41, Colorado 7 
Texas A&M 31, Kansas State 24 
Missouri 38, Kansas 34 
lowa State 28, Oklahoma State 14 

Nonconference opponents 
Notre Dame 27, USC 16 
TCU 38, Army 13 
Rice 33, Nevada 30, ot 
Troy State 44, Cal State-Northridge 31 
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Aug. 25 
Sept. 1 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 29 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 24 


Sept. 1 
Sept. 8 
Sept. 22 
Oct. 6 
Oct. 13 
Oct. 20 
Oct. 27 
Nov. 3 
Nov. 10 
Nov. 17 
Nov. 24 


Oklahoma (7-0) 
North Carolina, W 41-27 


at Air Force, W 44-3 
North Texas, W 37-10 
Kansas State, W 38-37 
vs. Texas (Dallas), W 14-3 
at Kansas, W 38-10 
Baylor, W 33-17 
at Nebraska 
Tulsa 
Texas A&M 
at Texas Tech 
Oklahoma State 

Kansas (2-4) 
Southwest Mo. St., W 24-10 
UCLA, L 41-17 
at Colorado, L 27-16 
at Texas Tech, W 34-31, 2 ot 
Oklahoma, L 38-10 
Missouri, L 38-34 
at Kansas State 
Nebraska 
at Texas 
lowa State 
Wyoming 


Oklahoma 


Oct. 27 
Location: Norman, Okla. a, 
Enrollment: 26,844 fy hl By 
2001 record: 7-0 we | 
Coach: Bob Stoops, 3rd uy” 


year 
Series: Oklahoma leads 40-36-3 


11 a.m. (ABC) 
Memorial Stadium, Lincoln, Neb. 


Sooner to Watch 


Senior linebacker Rocky 
Calmus is the leader of the Sooner 
defense. The 6-3, 
234-pound Tulsa, 
Okla., product 
was a consensus 
All-American as a 
junior and is lead- 
ing the Sooners 
in tackles again 
with 69. He also 
: has 9 tackles for 
losses, 2 sacks, 2 fumble recoveries, 
1 interception and has blocked one 
kick. Calmus had 125 tackles last sea- 
son, including 17 in OU’s 31-14 win 
over Nebraska. He was one of three 
finalists for the 2000 Butkus Award 
and is on the watch list this season. 


Quick Facts 


After coming off the bench to 
relieve junior starter Nate Hybl for 
two straight weeks, sophomore 
Jason White made the most of his 
first start, throwing for 343 yards 
and a touchdown in the Sooners’ 33- 
17 victory over Baylor. 

Quentin Griffin is OU's leading 
rusher at 64.4 yards per game. The 
Sooners have averaged 129.1 yards 
per game on the ground and 237.1 
through the air. 

Oklahoma owns the nation’s 
longest current winning streak at 20 
games, the best by the Sooners 
since a string of 20 between 1986 
and 1987. OU’'s only longer streaks 
were 47, 31 and 28 games. 


At Kansas 
Nov. 3 


Location: Lawrence, Kan. 
Enrollment: 27,407 

2001 record: 2-4 
Coach: Terry Allen, 5th 
year 

Series: Nebraska leads 82-21-3 


Time TBA 1 
Memorial Stadium, Lawrence, Kan. 
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SOONER SCHOONER COULD RUN OVER HUSKERS 

IF THEY AREN'T READY TO GIVE THIS ONE THEIR 
BEST SHOT OF THE SEASON! 


Brian Hill 
Editor 

Oklahoma’s Jason White 
passed for 343 yards in his first 
start, but that was at home, 
against Baylor, and he’s only a 
sophomore. Things will be dif- 
ferent in Lincoln, where a cer- 
tain senior quarterback resides. 
With Eric Crouch at the controls 
and enough depth to overcome 
its injury problems, you have to 
like Nebraska's chances. 
Nebraska 20, Oklahoma 13 


Mike Babcock 
Contributing Editor 
The bad thing is, the winner of 
this game will probably have to 
play the loser again in the Big 12 
championship game at Irving, 


Texas on Dec. 1. So the question 
is, can Nebraska beat the defend- 
ing national champion twice? The 
defenses should dominate, with 
the Cornhuskers gaining an edge 
at home. Nebraska 16, 
Oklahoma 14 


Terry Douglass 
Grand Island Independent 


Sports Editor 
Nebraska looked shaky defen- 


sively at times in its tuneup 
against Texas Tech, but a dose of 
humility may have been just what 
the Blackshirts needed. Crouch 
and Co. have the Cornhusker 
offense rolling, and history has 
shown that inexperienced quar- 
terbacks don’t fare well in 
Lincoln. Nebraska ads 
Oklahoma 17 
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Nebraska vs. Texas Tech 


Oct. 20, 2001 ¢ Memorial Stadium ¢ Lincoln, Neb. 


Score By Quarters 


Texas Tech 13 15 
Nebraska 21 7 


Tr NU TT — Wes Welker 85-yard punt 
First Downs 26 30 return (Robert Treece kick) 
Rushing 8 19 NU — Jon Bowling 27-yard pass 
Passing 15 9 from Eric Crouch (Josh Brown kick) 
irteege 3 2 NU — Judd Davies 25-yard run 
Rushing Attempts 17 56 (Brown kick) 
Yards Gained Rushing 93 348 TT — Treece 36-yard field goal Tight end Jon Bowling’ s first catch of the 
Yards Lost Rushing 26 13 : season was a 27-yard touchdown reception 
: NU — Wilson Thomas 19-yard - 
Net Yards Rushing 67 335 3 that tied the score at 7-7. 
; pass from Crouch (Brown kick) 
Net Yards Passing 373 196 TT —T 42 d field | 
Passes Attempted 64 22 — treece 4<-yard tela goa 
Passes Completed 34 10 NU — Thomas 35-yard pass from 
Had Intercepted 1 2 Crouch (Brown kick) 
Total Plays 81 78 TT — Anton Paige 1-yard pass 
Total Net Yards 440 531 from Kliff Kingsbury (Treece kick) 9a RUSHING oan 
F ari a Per Play eI o TT — Ricky Williams 12-yard run Diedrick,D. i 148 ari 124.4 9 
umbles-Lost 2 i (Paige pass from Kingsbury) rouch, E. 1 1 — 14 
: Collins, T. 8 68 480 60.0 4 
Penalties-Yards 6-51 9-93 NU — Crouch 7-yard run (Brown Davies, J. 8 33208. — 28 8 — — 4 
Punts-Yards 5-206 5-224 kick) Grixby, D = 8 22 86 12 9 
. newald, 3. ¥ 
ergs Fer Punt 2d she NU — Brown 33-yard field goal Davis, J. 8 = 1 
Punt Returns-Yards 3-93 2-36 fi Lord, J. 5 20 41 8.2 1 
| ions-Yard 2-0 1-18 TT — Treece 31-yard field goal Cornelsen, B. 7 2 33 4.7 0 
nterceptions-Yards N B 6 d field | Stuntz, M 7 1 25 3.6 0 
Fumble Returns-Yards 0-0 0-0 U — Brown 36-yard field goa Ele : 
Kickoff Returns-Yards 6-90 5-117 Att. — 77,838 PASSING 
Possession Time 27:59 32:01 Temp. — 64 Name. 2 S a ca Pet, Yds. 1D 
rouch, tc. 
Neacliwicl I ad Lord, J. 5 5-8-1 62.5 65 (0 
BRCEEWECEUES ecaqgcers 
RECEIVING 
TEXAS TECH Williams, R q¢°4 0 0 0 Name G No. Yds. YPC YPG TD 
Harmon, C. 0 i 1: 0 0 Thomas, W. 8 22 394 17.9 492 3 
RUSHING Peters, M 0 a 6 0 0 Wistrom, T. i 18 273 152 39.0 2 
1Dson, J. le " 
Collins, T. 8 10 93 93 116 0 
een Ss “S SSS NEBRASKA Bowling, J. 2 SA 1 
Welker, W. 1 7 7.0 7 0 
Kingsbury, KK: 7 5 07 2 0 RUSHING FIELD GOALS 
Name Att. Yds. ypc LNG TD Name G Good ton 
PASSING Diedrick, D. 20 157 7.8 35 0 Brown-3 7 3 3 
Crouch, E. 21 105 50 13 1 DeAnuslis, S u 3 3 1 
PMS it eae | ee ae, Collins, T. 7 41 59 12 0 EEN 2s 
ingsbury, K. 33-63- A i 4 1 
Hartfield, & 1-1-0 100.0 20 2«OO pane: 4 ee ee ip PUNTING 
Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG 
m RECEIVING | ‘atra PASSING | Larson, K. 34-—1,507-— 443.60 
ame 0. ‘Ss. 
= Name C-A-I Pct. TD 
prance. js Mouch€. or? ass ‘196 3 — PUN T RETURNS = 
Williams, R. 5 18 3.6 12. 0 } 4 
Welker, W. ; @ ae we RECEIVING Craver, K 0s TO 
Paige, A 4 40 100 17 1 Nene " te Vee. ‘ee iNG eB : 
As i omas, W. \ 
a a a Pr KICKOFF RETURNS 
eumet  } 8 8 Mi Mb ecg Ng TB 
astl, P. i is, 
a PUNTING bia Cornelsen, B. 1 1% 180 1B oe 
Greathouse,C. 5 206 41.2 54 Gibsons ‘ ‘ DEFENSE 
PUNTING Name GUT AT TT FL Int, S/¥ds. 
PUNT RETURNS Name No. Yds. Avg. LNG See . 28 14 42 23 2-73 5 
Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD Larson, K. 5 224 44.8 52 a : x 
Booker, D. 8 23 15 38 1 1-18 0 
Te eee PUNT RETURNS — a ae 
janie, S. je a 
KICKOFF RETURNS Name No. Yds. YPR LNG TD Ruud, B. 8 12 24 36 615 0 053 
Name ds. YPR LNG TD Groce, D 2 36 18.0 19 0 Kelsay, C. 8 12 13 25 11-36 0 3-19 
cre te aS eTuRNS eee’ GR TR OR SS 
esiey, J. , icketts, P 
want ie W. 1 3 3.0 $ © Nanie KICKOFF RE URNS 1D Bland, P. 8 8 14 22 1-20 0 
DEFENSE Davis, J. “) ‘i mi "0 Eames 810 1020 533 0 430 
Name UT AT FL Int. Sacks 
Smith, M. 7 eT DG 0 DEFENSE TEAM STATISTICS NU OPP 
Aycock, R. 6 § 11 0 0 0 Name UT AT TT FL Int. Sacks Total Offensive Yards 3,761 2,046 
Curtis, K. 7 3 10 O 20 0 McPherson, L 7 4'2 0 oO 0 Plays 580 545 
Hawkins, J. & 2 8 0 0 0 Booker, D. 5 2 fF 0 1-18 0 Average Per Play 6.4 3.8 
Flugence, L 3 2 5 0 0 i) Swiney, E. § 0 5 1-1 0 0 Average Per Game 470.4 255.8 
Hunt, A. 3 1 4 1-4 0 Oo Shanle, S. 4 i 3s 0 0 0 Net Rushing Yards 2,710 555 
Anderson, L. ’ 3 «& 37 0 0) Ricketts, P. 3 2 5 0 0 0 Attempts _ 470 251 
Hanson, J ’ 8 a 0 0 0 Craver, K. 3 1 4 0 0 0 TDs Rushing 34 4 
Johnson, C.J. 2 1 3 0 0 0 Slechta, J. 3 0 3 1-7 0 1-7 Net Passing Yards 1,051 1,491 
Sailor, R z a 2 0 0 0 Brown, J. 2 t @ tt] it) 19) Completions 70 128 
McKinney, R 1 1 2 0 Q 0 Vedral, M. 2 t os 0 0 0 Average Per Pass 8.8 5.1 
Norman, J. 1 1 2 0 0 0 Kelsay, C. 2 13 2-3 0 1-8 Average Per Catch 15.0 11.6 
Boyd, M. t 0 1 0 0 0 Clanton, J. 1 2 ‘3 0 0 0 Average Per Game 131.4 186.4 
Ross, R 2 #0 2 0 0 i) Groce, D. 1 + 0 0 0 TDs Passing 7 4 
Terell, A a 0 0 0 Ruud, B. ee ae 0 oO 0 Sacks By-Yards 28-233 6-46 
Davis, C. to 4 0 0 0 Bland, P. ~ 30 7 0 0 0 Fumbles-Lost 21-11 18-6 
Page, tk 4 Lf ; ie y 5 Bing re ; g } . e f Penalties-Yards 48-471 54-421 
oper, UV. nv am, 
dies 8} 1 8 8k | Reming 1 8 ut 8 8 Se 
iclen ion, mann, - + 
Watson, H. oc 14 i 0 0 Bure. 1 o@ + 3a © Co Opponents Sima SeternUienas Osco amet 
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Your headquarters | Sear neadaueters cer , HUSKERS ? 
Husker Apparel and Gifts e MFI 2 
7) 

Always the . NBA 5 
Best Service e MIB b 

Best Selection < 

Best Prices ° NHI S 

¢ NASCAR 8 


1120 P Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 


Serving Husker Fans 
Since 1992 


Custom Framing & Sports Art, Inc. 


206 North 13th (402) 477-6733 
Lincoln, Nebraska www.six-red.com 
“right under the Douglas 3 theatres” 


Toll Free 1-888-800-7095 


Stop in & pick up a catalog 
or order one on-line at: 


www.huskerheadquarters.com 


| Locally owned & operated. | 


Your Needs Our Tools 


Tuition Education loans 

New car Installment loans 
Business financing Business banking 
Ready cash access Checking, savings 
Convenient service Easy banking access 


At U.S. Bank we have dozens of products and services to meet the needs of 
individuals and businesses. With over 1,000 branches, nearly 3,000 UBank” 
ATMs and UBank” 24-Hour Phone Banking, we are conveniently available to 
serve you whether at home or on the road. So the next time you need to make 
any kind of financial decision, stop by or give us a call. We offer a variety of 
financial solutions based on the most important factor of all -- you! 


(Sbank. 


Member FDIC 
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Junior I-back Roger Craig (21) put the Huskers ahead 7-3 with a 2-yard touchdown run early in the second quarter of Nebraska’s 
Sept. 26, 1981, game against Penn State at Memorial Stadium. Craig carried 24 times for 121 yards, but Penn State’s Curt 
Warner gained a career-high 238 yards, and the Nittany Lions scored twice in the fourth quarter for a 30-24 victory. 


Nittany Lions 


Frustrate NU 


Cornhuskers’ 

1-2 start in “81 

embarrassing 
to Osborne 


By Mike Babcock 


om Osborne’s Hall of 
Fame coaching career was 
built on attention to 
detail. Anything could be 
significant in determining 
the outcome of a game. One never 
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knew until it was over. 

Consider Nebraska’s 30-24 loss 
against Penn State in 1981. The 
Cornhuskers were outscored 10-0 in 
the fourth quarter. But the game 
might have turned on something 
that occurred early on. 

Jim Corbeil, a Nebraska special 
teams player, was shaken up on the 
opening kickoff, and the coaches 
assumed he would be sidelined for 
the rest of the game. So when Penn 
State failed to pick up a first down on 
its first possession, a replacement for 
Corbeil was sent in on the punt 
return team. 

The problem was, no one told 


Corbeil, who went on the field as 
well. 

The Cornhuskers would have 
begun their first series near mid- 
field, after Penn State’s punt into the 
wind, if not for having 12 players on 
the return team. Instead, Penn State 
got the ball back, first-and-10 at its 
own 32-yard line. Nine plays later, 
Brian Franco kicked his first of five 
field goals. 

The nullified punt was “as big a 
play as there was in the game,” 
Osborne said afterward. 

It was big, but it certainly wasn’t 
the only factor in Nebraska’s second 
loss in three games. The Cornhuskers 


Nebraska continues to 
enjoy amazing success in 
the friendly confines of 
Memorial Stadium. 
Entering the 2001 season, 
the Huskers are 81-3 at 
home the last 13 years and 
carry a streak of 239 con- 
secutive sellouts. Since it 
opened in 1923, Memorial 
Stadium has been the site 
of many great games. In 
each issue during the 2001 
season, Huskers Illustrated 
will feature one of those 
games. 


hadn’t lost two of their first three 
games since 1960, when Osborne was 
still playing with the NFL's 
Washington Redskins. “I’m embar- 
rassed to be 1-2,” he told reporters. 

His embarrassment was based as 
much on how his team had played, 
as it was on the losses themselves. 
Nebraska had turned over the ball 
five times in a 10-7, opening-game 
loss at Iowa, then rebounded to beat 
Florida State 34-14 in Lincoln, 
despite five more turnovers. 

The Penn State game was more of 
the same. The Cornhuskers fumbled 
six times in the first half, losing three, 
and had intercepted. 
Combine that with Penn State tail- 
back Curt Warner’s 238 rushing 
yards, and it was a wonder the 
Nittany Lions still needed Franco’s 
kicks to win. 

A subplot to Nebraska's distress- 
ing tendency to self-destruct during 
non-conference play in 1981 was a 
quarterback controversy that would- 
n’t be resolved until the week after 
the Penn State game. 


one pass 


The controversy involved senior 
Mark Mauer, junior Nate Mason and 
sophomore Turner Gill, whom a 
majority of Cornhusker fans had 
already determined should be the 
starter. 

Mauer began the season as the 
No. 1 quarterback, but was demoted 
to No. 3 after the Iowa loss. “The 
fans want Gill,” Mason said the next 
week. But Mason started against 
Florida State, with Gill seeing his 
first action early in the second quar- 
ter, and losing a fumble that set up a 
Seminole touchdown. 

The fans’ fascination with Gill 
was “partly the product of the press 
from freshman ball,” Osborne said at 


the weekly Extra Point Club lunch- 
eon on the Monday after the lowa 
game. 

Gill had completed 34-of-52 pass- 
es, without an interception, for 679 
yards and eight touchdowns and had 
rushed for 302 yards and five touch- 
downs on 51 carries on the freshman- 
junior varsity. Osborne said he was 
convinced Gill would be a great 
player, “but | want him to play when 
he’s ready.” 

“T think I’m ready,” Gill told a 
reporter. 

Ready or not, he was back where 
he began the season — third on the 
depth chart — for the Penn State 
game. Mason would start, Osborne 
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said. But, he added, the quarterback 
race wasn’t over. He would continue 
to evaluate Mauer and Gill and make 
changes, as he deemed appropriate. 

Penn State came to Lincoln for the 
third of a four-game series, having 
lost the first two, 42-17 at Lincoln in 
1979 and 21-7 at State College the 
previous season. Coach Joe Paterno’s 
Nittany Lions were No. 3 in the 
Associated poll, while 
Nebraska was No. 15, after starting 
the season at No. 7. 

Despite the rich traditions of the 
programs, ABC passed on televising 
the game, opting for Minnesota- 
Oregon instead, a decision that drew 
some post-practice criticism from 


Press 


Osborne. 

The game was televised, however, 
on a delayed basis by the upstart 
ESPN cable network, which sent its 
top announcing team of Jim Simpson 
and analyst Bud Wilkinson to 
Lincoln. 

Mason started at quarterback but 
had problems handling the ball and 
gave way to Mauer after the first 
series of the second half. Mauer 
threw touchdown passes of 9 yards 
to tight end Jamie Williams and 16 
yards to split end Scott Woodard for 
a 24-20 lead going into the fourth 
quarter. 

But the Cornhuskers couldn’t 
hold on. The victory was No. 143 of 
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Paterno’s career. 

Even though many factors con- 
tributed to the loss, the quarterback 
controversy continued to dominate 
the headlines. The situation “certain- 
ly isn’t real stable,” Osborne admit- 
ted. 

The week after the Penn State 
game, Mason dropped out of con- 
tention because of an ankle problem 
that had bothered him during winter 
conditioning and through spring 
practice and had deteriorated to the 
point that surgery — and a medical 
redshirt — seemed to be his best 
option. 

Mauer started the next game 
against Auburn at Memorial 
Stadium, but an uninspired perform- 
ance left the Cornhuskers trailing 3-0 
at halftime and even elicited some 
boos from the crowd of 76,423. 

Gill came off the bench in the sec- 
ond half to rally Nebraska to a 17-3 
victory and then got his first start a 
week later in the Cornhuskers’ Big 
Eight opener against Colorado in 
Lincoln. He responded by complet- 
ing nine-of-14 passes for 178 yards 
and four touchdowns in a 59-0 victo- 
ry. 

Under Gill's direction, Nebraska 
gained 719 total yards and picked up 
an NCAA-record 42 first downs. It 
was apparent the quarterback con- 
troversy had finally been resolved. 

The Cornhuskers swept through 
their conference with 
Mauer directing a 37-14 victory at 
Oklahoma after Gill was sidelined by 
a lower leg injury against lowa State. 
But they came up short against 
Clemson in the Orange Bowl, which, 
if they had won, might have given 
them a national title. 

Despite the 1-2 start, Osborne 
maintained a humor. 
Devaney was honored with a Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony at half- 
time of the Penn State game, and 
Osborne told the next week’s Extra 
Point Club luncheon: “Bob said now 
that he’s in, he thought maybe he 
could get me in.” 

But, Osborne added: “He hasn’‘t 
mailed his letter yet.” 

Devaney could have mailed a let- 
ter on Osborne’s behalf. Osborne 
would coach for 16 more seasons, 


schedule, 


sense of 


and during those 16-plus seasons, 
his teams would be a combined 179- 
28-1 (.863). 
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Bill Janssen, currently a sales manager for Ameritas, 
based in Lincoln, was a starting defensive tackle on 


the 1971 national championship team. 


Shared Experience 


Chemistry matched 
talent on ‘70, ‘71 
national champs 


By Mike Babcock 


ill Janssen has the fight pre- 
served on _ 8-millimeter, 
black and white film. The 
fighters are swinging fast 
and furious at the end because the 
movie camera's batteries were dying. 

The fight, which was staged in a 
makeshift ring on the lower level of the 
north fieldhouse at Memorial Stadium, 
took place in late 1970 or early 1971. 
The exact date isn’t important. 

The combatants were sophomore 
scholarship players on the Nebraska 
football team, fullback Jim Carstens 
and quarterback Bob Jones. Both were 
from Illinois, Carstens from Glen Ellyn 
and Jones from Oaklawn. They were 
always “on each other, good-natured- 
ly,” said Janssen. 

A common theme in _ their 
exchanges concerned which of the two 
was tougher. The boxing match, with- 
out sanction of the coaches, was 
arranged to settle the matter once and 
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for all. 

A ring was roped off, and each 
fighter had an entourage, including 
trainers and cut men. 

Center Doug Jamail, wearing a rent- 
ed tuxedo, made the pre-fight intro- 
ductions with a megaphone, suspend- 
ed above the ring. Safety Tom 
McClelland carried the round cards. 

“We must have had 200 people 
there,” said center Doug Dumler, 
another Chicago-area player who 
served as Carstens’ trainer. The fight 
quickly degenerated, with the rounds 
being reduced from 3 minutes to about 
30 seconds each, “with five minutes in 
between,” Dumler said. 

The film shows Boyd Epley, 
Nebraska’s director of athletic per- 
formance, in the audience. The former 
Cornhusker pole vaulter was just 
beginning to show football players the 
value of weight training. 

The film also clearly shows the com- 
batants’ enthusiasm exceeding their 
boxing skills. At one point during the 
fight, Carstens, whose teammates gave 
him the nickname “Earth” because 
(according to Janssen) he looked like a 
giant earthworm, puts his fists togeth- 
er and runs at Jones. 

“They literally pounded 
other,” Janssen said. 


each 


Despite that, and even though the 
coaches might have intervened had 
they known — or maybe they did 
know and weren't inclined to stop it — 
the fight illustrates an important ele- 
ment of Nebraska’s national champi- 
onship teams in 1970 and 1971. Their 
chemistry matched their talent. 

“There was a camaraderie that a lot 
of teams were lacking,” said Janssen, 
who would be a captain along with 
Dumler on Coach Bob Devaney’s final 
team a year later, in 1972. 

That camaraderie included coaches, 
though in a different way. Defensive 
line coach Monte Kiffin, for example, 
would run stadium steps with his 
players and could be as unpredictable 
as those he coached. Once after a heavy 
rain, “he sprints and then slides, and 
there’s a big ‘rooster tail,’ “ Janssen 
said. 

Janssen didn’t play on the 1970 
team. He was in line to be the starting 
center until a broken arm sidelined 
him before the opening game, leaving 
the No. 1 job to Dumler. Janssen was 
moved to defensive tackle in the spring 
of 1971 and earned a starting job, 
which he never relinquished. 

Despite his success, however, he has 
never traded on his Nebraska football 
background during his working career. 


He is currently a sales manager for 
Ameritas, based in Lincoln. 

But his resume includes a variety of 
jobs following a brief attempt at pro 
football. He spent a couple of weeks in 
training camp with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers of Joe Greene and L.C. 
Greenwood, as an eighth-round draft 
pick, then tried the World Football 
League before moving on. 

Among other things, he was an 
assistant freshman football coach at 
Nebraska. He worked for the Nebraska 
Game and Parks Commission, sold 
agricultural equipment and was a bro- 
ker. 

He is proud of having played for the 
Cornhuskers, including a 1971 team 
that, 30 years later, is still considered 
among the best in college football his- 
tory. But “I don’t want to lead with 
that,” he said. “People in Nebraska 
have fantastic memories, and it’s a 
mutual thing (to discuss). 

“It might be a credible factor. 
Nebraska is a big family. And football 
is a common theme. So a lot of my 
teammates lead with that. But I don’t 
necessarily believe in doing it.” 

On the other hand, the competitive- 
ness that enabled him to succeed on the 
football field has served him well in 
business. “It has changed my life for 
the better, no doubt about it,” he said. 

His tenacity can be traced not only 
to football but also to wrestling, in 
which he competed at Red River High 
School in Grand Forks, N.D. In 
wrestling, “you don’t have others to 
help you,” he said. 

Devaney, an amateur boxer, liked to 
see wrestling on a recruit’s resume. 
Though football is a team game, it 
depends on unrelenting individual 
effort, which an unforgettable drill 
reinforced. 

The drill took place on the north 
fieldhouse handball courts, as part of 
an off-season conditioning class. 
Players were paired off, and the object 
of the drill was to gain possession of an 
ax handle with rubber cushions on 
each end. The competitors began on 
knees, on a wrestling mat, with both 
hands on the handle. “You couldn’t let 
go or hit the other guy,” said Janssen. 
“Anything else was legal.” 

The tugging and pulling began at 
the sound of a whistle and lasted only 
a brief time. If one of the competitors 
took control of the ax handle, he had to 
sprint with it to a wall “once or twice,” 
Janssen said. “It was a pretty wicked 
game. I remember biting a big chunk 
out of my check once.” 

Such shared experience, or misery, 
drew the players closer together. 

Janssen remembers the games, in 
detail, according to his former team- 
mates. He can recall conversations and 
the minutiae of daily life that quickly 
fades with the passing of time. “Bill 


seemed to be more attuned to those 
things. He was so much more sensitive 
to everybody,” said Dumler. 

But the relationships among team- 
mates transcended everything else. 

Janssen stays in touch with several 
players on the 1971 team, including Jeff 
Kinney, who takes credit for giving 
him the nickname “Shot.” “Tt started 
out as ‘Cheapshot,’ “ Janssen said. 

During practice one day, when 
Janssen was playing linebacker, he 
tackled Kinney near the sideline. 
Kinney claims he was 5 yards out of 
bounds, a fact Janssen still disputes. 

“He might have been a hair out of 
bounds,” said Janssen. 

Kinney, who sells securities, occa- 
sionally visits Janssen’s office, and 
Janssen said he knows Kinney is there 
before he sees his former teammate 
because “I can hear him say, ‘Where’s 


‘Cheapshot’?” 

There are many with whom Janssen 
has lost contact, such as Jamail, the ring 
announcer for the Carstens-Jones bout. 
Jamail was the “class cut-up,” accord- 
ing to Dumler. 

The back-up center from Bellaire, 
Texas, would tape his hands, wrap a 
towel around his neck, pull on paisley, 
Everlast boxing trunks up to his 
armpits and shadow box around the 
field before the team started pre-prac- 
tice calisthenics. “The coaches let it 
happen,” said Janssen. 

“You needed a tension breaker.” 
And Jamail filled that role, helping to 
hold the team together. 

The boxing match served that func- 
tion, too. 

“We had a feeling we had a great 
team,” Janssen said. 

And they also had the chemistry. 
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Nebraska players celebrate after scoring their 30th point in a game earlier this season. Points are easier to come by with the 
move from side-out scoring to rally scoring. Games one through four now are played to 30 points as opposed to 15. 


Closer Games 


Nebraska gives 

up more points 

after switch to 
rally scoring 


ebraska seemed to have 
the team perfectly suit- 
ed for rally scoring. 
The Huskers 
tough and_ effective 
servers able to put all kinds of pres- 
sure on the opposing team. Nebraska 
has the nation’s biggest, most intimi- 
dating block and dynamic attackers 


have 
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By Todd Henrichs 


suddenly empowered to score on any 
point. 

So why were the Huskers up in 
arms when a change from side-out 
scoring was proposed a year ago? 
Jenny Kropp says it was as much 
about tradition as anything else. 

“I wish it would have stayed the 
same, but since it’s changed you just 
have to deal with it,” said Kropp, 
NU’s senior co-captain. “When you 
play teams that aren’t as good, they'll 
get more points just on your mis- 
takes. Games are closer, and that 
makes things totally different.” 

Well not that different. Not at 
Nebraska, at least. 


The defending national champi- 
ons won 15 of their first 16 matches 
under the new rules this season, 
sweeping 13 of their opponents and 
taking command of the Big 12 race 
even before the midway point of the 
conference slate. 

In reality, the only outwardly obvi- 
ous change is the scores themselves. 
Collegiate matches are still best-out- 
of-five, but games one through four 
now are played to 30 points as 
opposed to 15. 

The change was made to conform 
to rules already in use at the 
Olympics, in other international com- 
petitions and in youth divisions 


across the United States. Even NCAA 
men’s teams have been playing with 
rally scoring for the last year in hopes 
of attracting new fans and increased 
television coverage. 

In rally scoring, a point is awarded 
for every kill, every block and every 
hitting error regardless of which 
team served. Likewise, every missed 
serve — Nebraska erred 281 times 
last season — is now a point. 

“You have to find a fine line of 
how tough you can serve and keep 
your errors low,” Nebraska’s Nancy 
Metcalf said. 

Like most, Metcalf expected rally 
scoring would shorten games. That 
hasn’t necessarily proven true. 

For certain, rally scoring virtually 
eliminates the possibility of a three- 
hour marathon match. Conversely, 
the days of a one-hour quickie went 
out with the old rules. 

When Nebraska swept Kansas 30- 
16, 30-16, 30-17 earlier this season, all 
three games would have ended soon- 
er had side-out scoring been in play. 
Under side-out rules, only the serv- 
ing team could score a point on any 
given rally. 

The same match with Kansas a 


year ago would have resulted in 
more impressive scores of 19-5, 16-3, 
16-3. This year’s match lasted one 
hour, 21 minutes. 

“In traditional scoring, it’s easier 
to make long runs,” Nebraska Coach 
John Cook said. “That’s what we 
were so good at last year. We could 
make a five-point run in a game and 
really break it open. 

“In rally scoring, it’s difficult to 
make those runs because if they side 
out, they get a point, or you miss a 
serve, they get a point. It’s hard to 
make big runs, which means there’s 
going to be closer games. And you're 
going to have to execute really well 
from 25 (points) on.’ 

Ultimately rally scoring will 
improve the level of play, predicts 
Coach Mick Haley of Southern 
California. Haley was coach of the 
U.S. Olympic team last year and at 
the same time a close observer of col- 
lege play. He wasn’t always 
impressed by what he saw. 

“Teams gave up an awful lot of 
points,” Haley said. “Teams will exe- 
cute ata higher level this year know- 
ing full well they can’t waltz around 
through side-out score. Intensity will 


be higher.” 

When asked last season, NU fans 
voiced their overwhelming opposi- 
tion to the rule change. 

Fears were that rally scoring 
would eliminate some of the dramat- 
ic comebacks that dot Nebraska vol- 
leyball history. Just last season, the 
Huskers rallied in game four to 
extend South Carolina and keep alive 
hopes of a national championship. 

Coming from behind is pre- 
dictably difficult, but not impossible, 
as Nebraska has shown several times 
throughout this season. The Huskers 
rallied to win games after trailing 9-2 
versus UCLA, 19-14 at Pacific, 18-12 
and 24-20 at Kansas State and 6-0 in 
the season opener with Hawaii. 

Cook, however, fears that by 
falling behind so often, his team is 
flirting with disaster. 

“Tf a team comes out flat or has an 
off night, there is a great chance for 
an upset,” he said. “We've just been 
fortunate to win all of those games. 

“When I look around at the scores 
in the country, there’s just a lot more 
four- and five-game matches this 
year. I think it’s because of rally 
score.” i 
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Two of the Nebraska soccer team’s leading scorers have been junior 
Christine Latham (left) and senior Meghan Anderson. Latham has scored a 
team-high 24 points and Anderson 14. Anderson, who is just one point shy 
of Lindsay Eddleman's school-record 127 points, recently became just the 
29th NCAA Division-| athlete to record 40 career goals and 40 career assists. 
No other Big 12 athlete has accomplished the feat. 
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NU Still Tops 


Players’ Lists 


Athletes who 
visited for 
Notre Dame 
game continue 
to weigh options 


By Doug Horwich 


ebraska went into the 
season with only five 
oral commitments, 
and now stands at six 
commitments — two 
months into the season. 

Because new commitments fre- 
quently come during or very soon 
after a player’s official on-campus 
visit, the Huskers are not likely to see 
any additional commitments until 
they’ve had a chance to bring more 
prospects to Lincoln. 

Nebraska coaches had scheduled 
a handful of visits for the weekend of 
the Oklahoma game, as well as a few 
others for home games against Texas 
Tech and Kansas State. However, the 
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Salt Lake City 
defensive tack- 
le prospect E. 
Haloti Ngata 
was impressed 
with the aca- 
demic support 
program at 
Nebraska 


blockbuster recruiting weekends at 
Nebraska will take place in 
December and January, as they have 
for years. 

As is often the case with many of 
the country’s top prospects, the 
majority of Nebraska’s recruiting tar- 
gets intend to take most, if not all, of 
their five allotted official visits. 

The players who visited Nebraska 
as their first official visit during the 
weekend of the Notre Dame game 
have now had a chance to see some 
of their other choices, and _ the 
Huskers have managed to maintain 
the lead for all three. 

Perhaps the top player on 
Nebraska’s recruiting board is super- 
star defensive tackle E. Haloti Ngata 
(6-foot-4, 310, 5.0) of Highland High 


git amano 
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School in Salt Lake City, Utah. Ngata 
visited the University of Washington 
during the weekend of Oct. 6 and 
came away very impressed. 

Washington has become a formi- 
dable recruiting school under Coach 
Rick Neuheisel, and the fact that the 
Huskies won the battle for 
Nebraska’s top two rush end 
prospects last season by signing Tui 
Alailefaleula and Kai Ellis made 
many Husker fans nervous when 
Ngata visited Seattle. 

However, despite the fact that 
Ngata enjoyed his visit to 
Washington a great deal, it was not 
enough to replace Nebraska at the 
top of his wish list. Ngata was enam- 
ored with the idyllic setting of the 
Washington campus but was even 
more taken with Nebraska’s academ- 
ic support program, which will play 
a prominent role in his decision. 

“The education support (at 
Washington) didn’t seem as strong as 
Nebraska's,” Ngata said. “It was still 
pretty good though.” 

Ngata is still deliberating a Nov. 
30 visit to Oregon, but at this point, it 
appears that the Huskers and 
Huskies are in the driver’s seat. 

The battle for one of the nation’s 
top defensive tackle prospects will 
also be impacted by family ties at 
both schools. With an aunt at 
Washington and cousin Manaia 
Brown at Nebraska, Ngata will have 
family nearby in either 
However, the idea of playing side- 
by-side with Brown, who also plays 
defensive tackle, is an attractive one 
to Ngata. 

“T have an aunt who lives in 


case. 


Washington,” he said, “but at 
Nebraska, Manaia would be playing 
with me, so that would kind of be 
better.” 

Ngata is reportedly the Huskers’ 
No. 1 defensive recruiting target this 
year, and his commitment would 
represent a remarkable achievement 
for the Nebraska program, as it 
would mark the third time in the 
past five years that the Huskers were 
able to sign the top defensive 
prospect in the state of Utah. 

Another top Husker recruiting 
target is running back Tre Smith (5- 
10, 190, 4.4) of Venice High School in 
Venice, Fla., who came close to com- 
mitting to Nebraska during his offi- 
cial visit in early September. 

“He absolutely loved his visit to 
Nebraska,” Smith’s mother said. “Tre 
is normally kind of a homebody, but 
he said that he had a lot of fun at 
Nebraska. He said that the team was 
really close and that he felt comfort- 
able with everybody there. If 
Nebraska were closer to Florida, the 
recruiting process would likely 
already be over. That is where he 
would go for sure.” 

Smith is not fond of flying, and 
the distance between Florida and 
Nebraska certainly does not work in 
the Huskers’ favor. 

“Tre does not like to fly,” his 
mother said. “He wasn’t thrilled 
with his flight home from Nebraska. 
The World Trade Center tragedy did- 
n't help his opinion of flying. If he 
goes to Nebraska, he will likely stay 
in Lincoln during vacations and hol- 
idays.” 

However, Smith loves the Husker 
offense, and unlike some schools, 
Nebraska is recruiting him strictly as 
an I-back. 

“That is another factor which is 
pulling him toward Nebraska,” 
Smith’s mother said. “Florida wants 
him as an athlete, and they don’t run 
the ball as much as Nebraska. 
However, I wouldn’t be surprised if 
he went to Florida, just because it’s 
in Florida and close to home. He is 
being open minded.” 

Smith has taken unofficial visits to 
Auburn, Florida and Florida State, 
and is also looking at Stanford, 
Miami and Vanderbilt. However, the 
Huskers, Tigers and Gators are the 
teams likely to make his final cut. If 


Recruiting Notes 


Offensive Targets 
on Huskers’ List 


By Rick Shaw 


ebraska has landed commitments from some of the nation’s 
finest offensive athletes. Five out of the Cornhuskers’ six cur- 
rent oral commitments are projected to play on the offensive 
side of the ball. 

The Huskers are off to a great start in signing an outstanding offensive 
recruiting class for 2002. However, their work is not yet done. Here is a 
look at 10 offensive athletes who are on Nebraska’s short list to sign to 
letters of intent in February: 

1. Gerald Riggs Jr, running back (Chattanooga, Tenn.): The 
Volunteers of Tennessee may have the inside track for the 6-foot, 220- 
pound speedster. However, Riggs will also visit LSU, Michigan, and 
Nebraska before making a final decision. 

2. David Horne, running back (Omaha, Neb.): Horne is the most 
highly coveted recruit in the state of Nebraska in 2001. The recruiting bat- 
tle for the 6-0, 195-pound Horne appears to be a three-team race between 
Nebraska, Colorado, and Michigan. 

3. David Richard, running back/fullback (St. Louis, Mo.): The 6- 
foot-2, 220-pound Richard lists Tennessee and Nebraska as his top two 
schools, with Iowa, Illinois, and Colorado rounding out his top five. 

4, Tyrone Diggs, all-purpose back (Harrisburg, Pa.): The 5-foot-10, 
180-pound blue-chipper rushed for more than 1000 yards as a junior. 
Diggs favors the Huskers and has a December visit scheduled to Lincoln. 
Boston College, Notre Dame, Michigan State, and others are giving 
chase. 

5. Tre Smith, Running Back (Venice, Fla.): Smith was the Junior 
Player of the Year in Florida in 2000. The 5-foot-11, 190-pound Floridian 
is leaning toward signing with Nebraska but will first take visits to 
Auburn, Florida, and Northwestern before making his final decision. 

6. Nathan Rhodes, offensive tackle (Bakersfield, Calif.): The 6-foot- 
7,310-pound Rhodes is considered by many to be the top offensive tack- 
le prospect in the country. Rhodes will decide between UCLA, Michigan, 
Tennessee, Nebraska, and Washington. 

7. Max Jean-Gilles, offensive tackle (Miami Beach, Fla.): Jean-Gilles 
is huge at 6-foot-5, 340 pounds and loves to play smash-mouth football. 
Miami, Nebraska, and Georgia are the early front-runners for this mam- 
moth lineman from the Sunshine State. 

8. Stanley Daniels, offensive guard (San Diego, Calif.): The 6-foot-4, 
310-pound Daniels was impressed with his Sept. 8 visit to Lincoln. 
Nebraska is the team to beat, but Daniels will also visit Tennessee and 
Washington. 

9. Rob Smith, offensive guard (Fort Thomas, Ky.): The 6-foot-5, 295- 
pound Smith is planning to visit Nebraska some time in December. Smith 
also likes Tennessee, Clemson, and South Carolina. 

10. Roshawn Pope, athlete (Galveston, Texas): The 5-foot-11, 180- 
pound Pope plays quarterback in high school and would like to give that 
position a shot in college. Pope loves Nebraska's offensive style of foot- 
ball and favors the Huskers early. Nebraska will have to battle Arkansas, 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma State and others for this athlete who could play a 
multitude of positions at the next level. 
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WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED 


$2 
$23.72 EA. 
$21.35 EA. 


includes standard shipping 


2-5 Holders 
1 Case (6 Holders) 


BallQube®, Inc. has been the leader 
in custom manufacturing holders 
for Sports Collectibles since 1987. 
All our products are designed and manufactured in the USA 
Football Holders * Helmet Holders 
Mini-Helmet Holders * Basketball Holders 
Cereal Box Holders * Baseball Holders 
Bat Holders « Hat Holders ¢ Softball Holders 
Hockey Puck Holders * Hockey Stick Holders 
Jersey Holders * Soccer Ball Holders 
Trading Card Holders ¢ Racecar Holders 
Golf Ball Holders 
Also available in decorative wood bases 
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the Huskers can overcome the dis- 
tance factor with Smith, they have a 
great chance to get a commitment 
from one of the nation’s most explo- 
sive athletes. 

Ngata and Smith spent quite a bit 
of time together during their visit, 
along with offensive guard Stanley 
Daniels (6-4, 300, 5.2) of San Diego’s 
Marian Catholic High School. 

“My favorite is Nebraska,” 
Daniels said a month after his 
Husker visit. “That is a bit unfair 
though, as they are the only school 
that I have visited thus far. I have 
high hopes for Washington and 
Tennessee as well.” 

All three players contemplated a 
Husker commitment during the 
weekend they were in Lincoln but 
were convinced by coaches and par- 
ents to take at least a few visits 
before deciding. 

“T was going to commit to 
Nebraska,” Daniels said, “but my 
coach told me that it wouldn’t be 
smart. He wanted to be sure I care- 
fully thought everything out and 
weighed all of my options.” 

Daniels said he felt very comfort- 


1 


able with Nebraska Coach Frank 
Solich. 

“Coach Solich is probably the 
nicest coach that I’ve ever met,” 
Daniels said. “When it comes to foot- 
ball though, he is down to business. | 
think at the end of my four years at 
Nebraska, | would walk out a man. 
Coach (Milt) Tenopir is the offensive 
line coach in Lincoln. He has coached 
seven Outland trophy winners and 
numerous all-Americans. 

“If 1 get into that Nebraska pro- 
gram, I’m pretty sure that I can’t do 
anything but succeed.” 

Daniels said that he has heard 
good things about some of the other 
colleges on his list. 

“l like Coach Neuheisel of 
Washington,” Daniels said. “He is a 
really good coach. Coach (Phil) 
Fulmer of Tennessee is great, too. I 
also have interest in USC. They were 
one of my favorite teams as a kid.” 

Nebraska’s lead for Daniels will 
be tested in the coming weeks, as 
Tennessee and Washington do an 
outstanding job of hosting visiting 
recruits, but recruiting battles for 
elite prospects are rarely easy. Mf 
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TO WRITE THIS AD. 


Thirty-five years ago, Dr. Stanley C. Pearle had a 


vision. So he started an optical company with 
one goal...to help people see better. What grew 
from that simple dedication is 

a chain of the finest eyecare 

stores available throughout 

America 

In that time, we've made 

enormous investments to keep 

up with the rapid change in 

eyeweer technology. From the 

latest in frames, lenses and 

coatings to the newest techniques for measuring 
eyes, our professionals update you on the most 


current eyecare information and products knowl- 


edge available 

A! Pearle we've made sure you'll find profes 

sionals to assist you whose utmost concern is your 
satisfaction, guaranteed. All 
the way from the exams you 
receive to the lenses you need 
to the frames you select, In 
fact, we have put systems in 
place to ensure that our cus- 
tomers receive superior eye- 
core every day, and every 
time 

Come into Pearle and see for yourself if this isn’t 

the best eyecare you've ever received. It took 35 


ears, but we think you'll agree it was worth it 
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Nobody Cares For Eyes More Than Pearle. 


1437 North Webb Road 
Grand Island, NE 68803 
308 +*382*9205 


1132 O Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 
402°476*7583 


125 South 66th 
Lincoln, NE 68510 
402*489°9776 


ATTENTION HUSKER FANS 


Individual game tickets and hotel packages are available to 
all Husker games including the Big 12 Championship and The 
Rose Bowl which is hosting the National Championship game. 


Sept. 1 Troy State Sept. 8 Notre Dame Sept. 15 Rice 
Sept. 29 at Missouri Oct. 6 lowa State Oct. 13 at Baylor 
Oct. 20 Texas Tech Oct. 27 Oklahoma Nov. 3 at Kansas 
Nov. 10 Kansas State Nov. 23 at Colorado 


BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP DEC. 1ST DALLAS, TEXAS 


* 2 Nights at the Embassy Suites * Game Ticket - Endzone - 50 yard line 
* Game transfers + Daily Breakfast » Happy Hour » Pregame Party 
ROSE BOWL JAN. 3RD PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 


* 3,4, or 5 Nights hotel * Game Ticket - Endzone - 50 yard line» Game transfers « 
* Rose Parade » Airfare * Rental Car * Disneyland + Universal Studios * LA City Tour 


Place a $100 per person deposit on the Big 12 or The Rose Bowl 
and receive a 100% refund if The Huskers do not play in the 
Game you have selected. Space is very limited. 


Please call 602-870-9197 for more information 
or email your request to Ediam71104@aol.com 
DIAMOND TRAVEL 15 years in business 


BOATING KEEPS YOU YOUNG. 
WE'LL DO THE SAME FOR YOUR BOAT. 


J m . ? : 
Between you and the ele- 
ments, your boat can take 
quite a beating. So treat it : 
right at the end of the season Marine 
with certified service from [RReytige ey-t-s al elgele [bles ami 
your Mercury’ Platinum our service... 


Dealer. After all no one 
knows boating better. 507 Central Ave. 


Kearney, Ne 
Fast ehh 308-234-4576 
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ACROSS 
1 Oklahoma nickname 
4 Former Oklahoma coach 
6 2000 national champion 
8 NU's rating entering Texas Tech 
game 
9 NU kickoff returner is a a | 
ee i li 
12 Scored first touchdown vs. Baylor . 
15 Kansas head coach ab 
17 Oklahoma linebacker 
20 NU's leading tackler Lil a 
23 NU's No. 10 (defense) ms] = SEERE 
26 1997 Lombardi Award winner 
27 Oklahoma fight song (ie =f 


29 Wore permanently retired No. 60 
30 NU's career total offense leader 


DOWN 
2 1994 national champion 
3 Memorial Stadium playing sur- 
face 

5 Leading rusher vs. Baylor 

7 NU's leading rusher 
11 Rush end with 2 sacks vs. Baylor 
13 NU offensive line coach 
14 Delayed NU-Baylor game 
16 NU's No. 10 (offense) 
18 1992 Outland Trophy winner 
19 Network for Oklahoma game 
21 NU leader in pancake blocks 
22 1997 Outland Trophy winner 
24 Oklahoma head coach 
25 Oklahoma campus location 
26 1994 Outland Trophy winner 
28 Number of NU runners over 100 

yards vs. Baylor 
Answers in Nov. 3 issue 
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DO YOU HAVE SOME INSPIRATION 
FOR A HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON? 

IF WE USE YOUR IDEA, WE'LL GIVE YOU 
CREDIT AND SEND YOU AN AUTO- 
GRAPHED FULL-COLOR PRINT OF YOUR 
HUSKERNUTZ CARTOON! 
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SEND IDEAS TO: PAUL FELL CARTOONS, 
3215 JAMESTOWN LANE, LINCOLN, NE 
68516 OR EMAIL TO: 


paulfellcartoons@alltel.net 


OCT. 20 CROSSSWORD SOLUTION 


-THANKS TO- 


ROB BARNEY 


* SCOTTSBLUFF- 


YOU ARE BANNED FOR LIFE FROM SCOTTSBLUFF 
NATIONAL MONUMENT FOR TRYING TO CARVE THE 
FACES OF DEVANEY, OSBORNE AND SOLICH, 
ALA MOUNT RUSHMORE. 
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ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 


ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 

ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 
BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 
CENTRAL FLORIDA - Into the Knights 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 
DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 

EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 


10 magazines, 14 newsletters 
32 issues, 2 yearbooks 

19 magazines, 2 yearbooks 
10 magazines, 12 newsletters 
12-13 issues 

10 issues 

20 issues, 2 yearbooks 

14 issues, 1 yearbook 

25 issues, 1 yearbook 

20 issues 

32 issues, 2 yearbooks 


800-713-2261 
800-765-8632 
800-757-6277 
800-234-1716 
800-883-7024 
800-792-1009 
800-467-6532 
910-295-5559 
800-642-1183 
800-642-1183 
800-782-3216 


FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues 
GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 13 magazines, 17 newsletters 
INDIANA - Inside Indiana 26 issues, 2 yearbooks 
IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 23 issues, 2 yearbooks 
IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 18 issues 
KANSAS - Jayhawk Insider 17 issues, 2 yearbooks 
KANSAS STATE - Purple Pride 18 issues, 2 yearbooks 
KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 35 issues 
LSU - Tiger Rag 36 issues, 1 yearbook 
LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 32 issues 
MARSHALL - Herd Insider 29 issues 
MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 12 issues 
MIAMI - CaneSport 21 issues, first-class mail 
MICHIGAN - Wolverine 26 issues, 1 yearbook 
MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 18 issues 
MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 32 issues 
MISSOURI - Inside Mizzou Sports 10 issues, 2 yearbooks 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 35 issues 
4 NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 20 issues, 2 yearbooks 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 20 issues 
OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 30 issues 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 20 magazines, 2 yearbooks 


800-725-4321 
706-542-3944 
800-282-4648 
888-474-8669 
800-497-9562 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-641-3302 
888-328-4437 
888-800-8635 
877-800-4373 
800-594-9320 
800-635-2263 
800-421-7751 
800-732-6532 
800-748-8528 
800-467-6532 
888-827-4335 
800-421-7751 
800-843-4747 
800-760-2862 
800-467-6532 
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OKLAHOMA STATE - 0-State Sports Report 17 issues, 2 yearbooks 


PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 


1 ja| TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 


TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 
TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 

TEXAS A&M - Ags Illustrated 

TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 
VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 
VIRGINIA TECH - Hokie Huddler 
WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
WISCONSIN - Inside Wisconsin 


27 issues 

26 issues, 2 yearbooks 
35 issues 

33 magazines, 1 yearbook 
25 issues, 2 guides 

25 issues, 1 yearbook 
17 issues, 2 yearbooks 
15 issues, 2 yearbooks 
12 issues 

33 issues 

32 issues 


800-467-6532 
800-282-1629 
800-876-4678 
803-256-1789 
800-828-8657 
865-974-1266 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-421-7751 
540-231-4134 
304-291-2242 
800-524-9068 
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Similarities 
Bohl says latest victory a positive step for defense, 
but tackling, execution must improve against Oklahoma 


DURING THE WEEKLY teleconference on 
the Tuesday before the Texas Tech game, 
Nebraska Coach Frank Solich was asked if 
playing against the Red Raiders’ passing 
offense would be good preparation for 
playing Oklahoma. The basis of the ques- 
tion was the fact that Mike Leach was 
Oklahoma’s offensive coordinator before 
he became the head coach at Texas Tech 
two seasons ago. 

Solich’s response was predictable enough. He wasn’t 
looking ahead to the Sooners. He was focused on Texas 
Tech. And besides, playing the Red Raiders two weeks 
before playing Oklahoma wasn’t particularly helpful last 
season. Nebraska beat Tech 56-3 but lost to the Sooners 31- 
14. 

Solich smiled as he answered the question. 
But there wasn’t anything funny about it. 

He was asked the question again after the 
Cornhuskers avoided a monumental upset by 
beating Texas Tech 41-31, before a largely dis- 
believing audience at Memorial Stadium. 

“The offense in itself, there are some simi- 
larities,” he conceded. “But also there are 
some differences. What you're seeing is, both 
teams have excellent offensive personnel.” 

The Sooners don’t have a quarterback to 
match Kliff Kingsbury, however. 

Nebraska defensive coordinator Craig Bohl 
echoed Solich in comparing Oklahoma’s 
offense to Texas Tech’s. “They’re not really the 
same,” he said. “But there are similarities. 

Cornhusker cornerback DeJuan Groce had 
a differing opinion. 

“There is a lot of comparison between Texas Tech and 
Oklahoma,” he said. 

He thought about it briefly then added, “It’s pretty 
much the same offense, really.” 

To be overly concerned about Oklahoma’s offense is 
probably to miss the point, however. If the Sooners are to 
successfully defend their national championship, they'll 
do so with a defense that has some outstanding individual 
players but so far not the kind of statistics you might 
expect. 

Until Texas Tech flew into town, Nebraska's defense 
was more than a statistical match for Oklahoma’s. But the 
Red Raiders’ passing success is cause for concern. 

“T didn’t think our tackling was as sharp as it’s been, or 
our execution,” said Bohl. 

Because the Sooners, like Texas Tech, spread out the 
defense, isolate defenders one-on-one, “we need to work 
on our tackling,” Bohl said. “There were too many blown 
assignments.” 

Even so, there was reason to celebrate the victory. 
“We're going to look at it as a positive step for our 
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yard games. 
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I-back Dahrran Diedrick 
“i has three straight 100- 


defense,” he said. “We were playing a lot of defensive 
backs, a lot of combinations.” 

And that’s how the defense will play Oklahoma. The 
game will come down to match-ups. 

A best-case scenario from the fans’ point of view, any- 
way, would have been a more decisive victory against 
Texas Tech. The confidence gained in seven victories might 
have been shaken some. 

But then, the Sooners weren’t all that impressive in 
beating Baylor, either. So maybe players on both teams 
were looking ahead just a little — though Nebraska I-back 
Dahrran Diedrick denied it. 

“It was more than just telling people,” he said. “We 
were getting ready for Texas Tech.” 

Diedrick will have to play well if the Cornhuskers are to 
be successful against Oklahoma. Because of 
the Sooners’ speed on defense, it will be diffi- 
cult to get to the outside. Nebraska will have to 
be able to run inside the tackles, run right at 
Oklahoma, and Diedrick is the I-back for that. 

Among the positives in the Texas Tech 
game was that he wasn’t among those who 
limped off the field. “I feel good going into the 
Oklahoma game next week,” he said. 

The Cornhuskers also will have to pass to 
keep Oklahoma from stacking eight or nine 
defenders at the line of scrimmage. Nebraska 
quarterback Eric Crouch threw well enough at 
times against Texas Tech to give the Sooners 
something to ponder as they study videotape 
during the week. 

Crouch’s repaired right shoulder appears 
strong. At least once during the Texas Tech 
game it was a little bit too strong, and he overthrew a 
wide-open Wilson Thomas. 

But he’s been an efficient passer this season, and that 
will serve Nebraska well. 

If the Cornhuskers have an edge against Oklahoma, it’s 
Crouch. He’s the difference-maker in an offense that he 
says has “gotten better each week.” And the numbers bear 
that out. 

Nebraska has rolled up 1,208 yards and 89 points the 
last two weeks. Granted, no one is suggesting there’s any 
comparison between the defenses of Baylor and Texas Tech 
and Oklahoma's. 

Nevertheless, the Cornhuskers have shown they can 
attack a defense in several ways. 

So Nebraska’s defense won’t be the only one with issues 
to resolve this week. The Sooners haven’t seen an offense 
quite like the one they'll see in Memorial Stadium on 
Saturday. Hf 


Mike Babcock is a former sports columnist for the Lincoln Journal 
Star. He has covered Nebraska football for more than 20 years. 
Mike can be reached at mdb@inetnebr.com 

or PO. Box 6782, Lincoln, NE 68506. 
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Reaching 100% Husker fans for 20+ = 
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